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Supporting Material to accompany the RE Agreed Syllabus includes 

• How to use this document
• Examples of planned units of work
• “I can…” statements: using the progress steps
• Mini guides to 6 religions and Humanism
• Local Faith Community Contacts
• Trips, visits and visitors in RE
• What is a worldview?
• Faith Perspective on Relationships, Sex and Health Education

These resources are available at: 
 Nottinghamshire -  http://em-edsupport.org.uk/Services/4499

 Nottingham City maintained schools can access these appendices via the 
 Nottingham Schools' Trust website (Members portal)    

 http://www.nottinghamschoolstrust.org.uk/ 

© 2020 RE Today Services and the Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire SACREs.  
This syllabus was written by RE Today Services for use in the schools in Nottingham City and 
Nottinghamshire for 2021–2026. 

All rights reserved. Permission is granted to individual schools in Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire to 
photocopy pages for classroom use only. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a 
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means electronic, mechanical, recorded or otherwise, 
this includes across MATS and TSAs, without the prior permission of the publisher.  

Individual schools must protect the digital version of the syllabus wherever it is stored with a 
password giving access to staff, but not to the general public. 
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By the careful use of our Syllabus we believe that children in our places of learning will gain 
more knowledge and insights to help them live as responsible members in our society.  
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Introduction: RE in Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire 2021-2026 
The aim of Religious Education in Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire is that pupils will know 
about and understand a range of religions and worldviews. They will express ideas and insights 
of their own into the significant human questions which religions address, gaining and deploying 
the skills needed to study religion. 
 

Religious Education in Nottingham City and 
Nottinghamshire schools contributes dynamically to 
children and young people’s education in schools, 
provoking challenging questions about human life, 
beliefs, communities and ideas. In RE pupils learn 
from religions and worldviews about different ways 
of life in local, national and global contexts. They 
discover, explore and consider many different 
answers to questions about human identity, 
meaning and value. They learn to weigh up for 
themselves the value of wisdom from different 
communities, to disagree respectfully, to be 
reasonable in their responses to religions and 
worldviews and to respond by expressing insights 
into their own and others’ lives. They think 
rigorously, creatively, imaginatively and respectfully 
about their ideas in relation to religions and 
worldviews. 
 
The National Curriculum states the legal 
requirement that: 
“Every state-funded school must offer a curriculum 
which is balanced and broadly based, and which: 
 Promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental 

and physical development of pupils at the 
school and of society, and 

 Prepares pupils at the school for the 
opportunities, responsibilities and experiences 
of later life.” 

And: 
“All state schools... must teach religious education 
to pupils at every key stage... All schools must 
publish their curriculum by subject and academic 
year online” (DfE National Curriculum Framework, 
July 2013, page 4).  
 
This new RE Syllabus for Nottingham City and 
Nottinghamshire pupils establishes what shall be 
taught in RE in Nottingham City and 
Nottinghamshire schools providing teachers with 
practical support and guidance about how to teach 
RE effectively. 
 
The 2021 Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire RE 

Agreed Syllabus follows the structure of the DfE’s 
National Curriculum (2013), so that RE has subject 
documentation which parallels the subjects of the 
National Curriculum. RE is described in terms of 
purpose, aims and programs of study for each age 
group. The Agreed Syllabus also takes the 
opportunity to give clear guidance on RE in the early 
years and RE for students aged 14-19. As RE is a core 
subject of the curriculum for all pupils we have 
followed the ways in which English, mathematics 
and science are described in the National 
Curriculum, including examples, and notes for key 
stages 1-3. 
 
In describing progression in RE, the syllabus pictures 
how pupils will develop increasing understanding of 
wide areas of RE subject knowledge, and also how 
pupils can develop religious literacy, including the 
skills of:  
 investigating religions and worldviews through 

varied experiences and disciplines; 
 reflecting on and expressing their own ideas 

and the ideas of others with increasing 
creativity and clarity; 

 becoming increasingly able to be reasonable in 
their responses to religions and worldviews. 

RE makes a significant contribution to pursuing the 
Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire Education 
Improvement Service’s strategic priorities including 
providing high quality teaching and learning, 
effective leadership and effective school practice, 
designed to enable sustained improvement through 
collaborative working. 
 
RE also makes significant contributions to pupils’ 
ability to engage with ideas about British values, 
such as tolerance and respect for people who hold 
varied beliefs and worldviews, in line with the HMI 
inspection focus on SMSCD, Cultural Capital and RE 
(September 2018). 
 
The syllabus is a platform on which high standards 
and inspiring RE can be built for all our pupils in all 
our schools. 
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Positive principles which underpin the RE 
Agreed Syllabus 
Our SACREs agree that effective, high quality RE: 
 enables pupils to hold balanced and informed 

conversation about religions and worldviews 
and as such is valued by all in the school 
community as an important contributor to a 
broad and balanced curriculum and one 
which promotes community cohesion  

 is never coercive and does not seek to 
persuade pupils or students to adopt any 
particular belief: it’s all about learning 

 Takes account of the religious milieu in which 
pupils grow up, and the make-up of the local 
religious communities  

 is a partnership between home, community 
and school 

 is given sufficient curriculum time to cover 
the breadth and depth of the themes outlined 
in the agreed syllabus 

 uses active and memorable learning methods 
 is rigorously planned, assessed and evaluated 

in line with other Humanities subjects 
 is taught by professionals who are trained, 

knowledgeable and skillful  
 is based on legal requirements and provides 

an appropriate balance between and within 
Christianity, other principal religions, other 
religious traditions and secular worldviews 

 includes visits to places of worship and invites 
members of faith communities to contribute 
to lessons for learning 

 ensures pupils and students develop an 
understanding of concepts and mastery of 
skills to make sense of religion, belief and 
secular worldviews 

 provides opportunities for pupils to develop 
positive attitudes and values and to reflect 
and relate their learning in RE to their own 
experience 

 provides opportunities for pupils to recognise 
that those who do not hold religious beliefs 
have their own philosophical perspectives 
and that there will be many shared values 
between groups 

 maximises cross-curricular links. 
 

The importance and value of RE  
All children and young people need to acquire 
core knowledge and understanding of the beliefs 
and practices of the religions and worldviews 
which not only shape our shared history and 
culture, but which guide their development. The 
modern world needs young people who are 
confident in their own beliefs and values, so that 
they can respect the religious and cultural 
traditions of others. 
 

The status of RE is sometimes low within school 
communities and therefore school staff will need 
to work with pupils and students to promote RE 
as a curriculum subject. RE undoubtedly supports 
pupils and students for life in the ‘modern world’. 
In addition, it develops the following skills: 
 Clear and logical thinking 
 Critical evaluation 
 Literacy and expression 
 Negotiating 
 Organising 
 Planning 
 Problem solving 
 Research 

GCSEs which develop critical thinking, problem 
solving, a curiosity about the world, 
communication and teamwork skills, alongside 
broad study skills, are excellent preparation for 
the study of A levels and BTEC L3 courses. 
Although Religious Studies provides an excellent 
platform to study all manner of subjects, they 
relate to certain themes very well within subject 
groupings: 
 Sciences, maths and computing – ethics 

within environment, medicine, technology 
and engineering 

 Humanities, languages, business – social, 
moral and political awareness 

 Creative, performing and media arts – 
enriching ideas and projects on social, global, 
local and community projects   

 Sports – community activity and 
communication skills for coaching. 

For those studying RE at higher levels, the subject 
is valued by leading universities in relation to an 
exceptionally wide range of courses at degree 
level.  
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RE legal requirements: what does the legislation in England say? 

RE is for all pupils 
 Every pupil has a legal entitlement to RE. 
 RE is a necessary part of a ‘broad and balanced curriculum’ and must be provided for all registered pupils in state-

funded schools in England, including those in the sixth form, unless withdrawn by their parents (or withdrawing 
themselves if they are aged 18 or over). 

 This requirement does not apply for children below compulsory school age (although there are many examples of 
good practice of RE in nursery classes).  

 Special schools should ensure that every pupil receives RE ‘as far as is practicable’. 
 The ‘basic’ school curriculum includes the National Curriculum, RE, and relationships and sex education. 

 

RE is locally determined, not nationally 
 A locally agreed syllabus is a statutory syllabus for RE recommended by an agreed syllabus conference for 

adoption by a local authority. 
 Local authority maintained schools without a religious character must follow the locally agreed syllabus.  
 RE is also compulsory for all pupils in academies and free schools, as set out in their funding agreements. 

Academies may use the locally agreed syllabus, or a different locally agreed syllabus (with the permission of the 
SACRE concerned) or devise their own curriculum. This agreed syllabus has been written to support academies in 
our local area to meet the requirements of their funding agreement and is warmly commended to them. 

 

RE is multifaith, and recognises the place of Christianity and the other principal religions in the UK. Non-
religious worldviews are included 
 The RE curriculum drawn up by a SACRE or used by an academy or free school, ‘shall reflect the fact that the 

religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, while taking account of the teaching and practices of 
the other principal religions represented in Great Britain’. Contemporary guidance from the government makes 
clear that the breadth of RE will include the six principal religions in the UK and non-religious worldviews. 

 

Requirements for different types of schools vary 
 Voluntary-aided schools with a religious character should provide RE in accordance with the trust deed or religious 

designation of the school, unless parents request the locally agreed syllabus.  
 Church of England schools (including church academies and church free schools) should provide a wide range of 

opportunities for learners to understand and to make links between the beliefs, practices and value systems of 
the range of faiths and worldviews studied. This can be achieved by using the agreed syllabus.  

 In Church of England schools, the students and their families can expect an RE curriculum that is rich and varied, 
enabling learners to acquire a thorough knowledge, and understanding of the Christian faith, for example through 
the Understanding Christianity resource. Church of England schools should use some form of enquiry approach 
that engages with, for example, biblical texts, and helps develop religious and theological literacy. Links with the 
Christian values of the school and spiritual, moral, social and cultural development are intrinsic to the RE 
curriculum and should have a significant impact on learners (more is set out in Religious Education in Church of 
England Schools: A Statement of Entitlement). 

 The effectiveness of denominational education in schools with a religious character such as Roman Catholic, 
Church of England and Methodist schools, is evaluated during the Statutory Section 48 Inspection. 

As education policy changes, the legal requirement for RE for all registered pupils remains unchanged. RE is an 
entitlement for all pupils on the roll of every school, unless they have been withdrawn by their parents from RE. 
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Parental right of withdrawal from RE 
This right of withdrawal was first granted in 1944 when curricular RE was called ‘religious instruction’ and 
carried with it connotations of induction into the Christian faith. RE is very different now – open, broad, 
exploring a range of religious and non-religious worldviews, never coercive. However, in the UK, parents 
still have the right to withdraw their children from RE on the grounds that they wish to provide their own 
RE (School Standards and Framework Act 1998 S71 (3)). This will be the parents’ responsibility. However, it 
is good practice to talk to parents to ensure that they understand the aims and value of RE before 
honouring this right. Schools often include a short statement about RE being inclusive in their prospectus, 
and ask parents considering withdrawal to contact the head teacher to arrange a discussion. Some schools 
also say that they will not support selective withdrawal from some parts of RE. Students aged 18 or over 
have the right to withdraw themselves from RE.  
Detailed guidance and case studies from the National Association of Head Teachers and the National 
Association of Teachers of RE is available: https://www.natre.org.uk/membership/guidance-on-withdrawal/  
 
What is statutory material and what is guidance material in this RE syllabus? 

The statutory requirements of this syllabus are as follows: 
 Schools must obey the law by providing RE for every pupil in each year group, except those withdrawn 

by their parents (see above). 
 The purposes of RE, the principal aim and its three-fold elaboration are the aims of RE in this syllabus. 

They are statutory. Schools must enable pupils to achieve in RE in relation to the aims. 
 The minimum requirements for which religions are to be taught are statutory. Schools must teach 

about these religions and worldviews, so that pupils have a broad and balanced curriculum in RE from 
ages 5–14. 

 The end-of-phase and age-related outcomes specified in the syllabus are statutory. Schools must use 
these to plan teaching and learning so that all pupils have a chance to meet these standards, which are 
similar to the age-related outcomes for foundation subjects of the National Curriculum such as 
geography or history. 

 
Guidance and support in meeting these requirements 
 The investigation plans provided for pupils in each age group are the main means by which schools are 

advised to implement the statutory programme of RE, but they are flexible. Schools can develop 
additional units of work of their own, from the principle aim of RE, as long as they meet the outcomes 
and reflect the range of religions that the syllabus requires. 

 The skills and knowledge which the syllabus offers to pupils, as described in the assessment guidance of 
the syllabus, offer good methods for assessing achievement which are compatible with the assessment 
of other subjects, and a range of school-based assessment policies and programmes. Teachers can use 
this guidance, or something which is superior to it, in their own schools. 
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Religion in Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire, the Region and the 
Nation Census figures from 2011 
It is very valuable for pupils to learn about religion as it is in the UK today. Census figures are one source for 
this kind of enquiry. The tables below provide some basic information, but much more ~ and much more 
detail ~ is available from the website: www.statistics.gov.uk. Secondary pupils can use this website for 
themselves, with some guidance. Of course, these figures will be superseded by the 2021 Census. 
 

Religion in Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire, the region and the UK (rounded to hundreds or 
thousands) 
 

Religion / Belief 
Nottingham~ 

Shire 
Nottingham 

City 
The East 
Midlands 

England and 
Wales 

Christianity 481 994 135 216 2 666 172 33 243 000 
59% 

Islam 6963 26 919 140 649 2 706 000 
4.8% 

Hinduism 3480 4498 89 723 816 000 
1.4% 

Sikhism 3132 4312 44 335 423 000 
>1% 

Judaism 717 1069 4254 
263 000 

>1% 

Buddhism 1860 2051 12 672 247 000 
>1% 

Other religious 
groups 2689 1483 17 918 240 000 

>1% 

No religion 230 138 106 954 1 248 056 14 097 000 
25% 

Unstated in the 
Census 54 829 23 178 309 443 4 038 000 

 
All pupils should build an accurate understanding of these figures, so that they can see clearly the 
place of different religions and worldviews in contemporary Britain. 
 
Note that while some populations may be numbered in hundreds or the low thousands in our 
immediate area, we are educating pupils to live in a region, a nation and a world – not merely in a 
village, or a single city. Since 2001, the biggest change has been a 10% increase in the number of 
non-religious people in the UK and a 12% fall in the number identifying themselves as Christians. But 
Christianity is still selected by 59% of the population as their chosen description of religious 
identity. A new census in 2021 will provide fresh and up to date information. 
 
Note: the term ‘no religion’ is used in the census itself. 
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The Intentions of Religious Education: Purposes of Study 
RE provokes challenging questions about meaning and purpose in life, beliefs about God, ultimate 
reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. Teaching should equip pupils with 
knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and worldviews, enabling them to develop their 
ideas, values and identity. It should develop an aptitude for dialogue in pupils so that they can 
participate positively in our society which is diverse in relation to religions and worldviews. Pupils 
should learn how to study religions and worldviews systematically, making progress by reflecting on 
the impact of religions and worldviews on contemporary life locally, nationally and globally to 
increasing levels of complexity and depth. Pupils should gain and deploy the skills needed to interpret 
and evaluate evidence, texts and sources of wisdom or authority. They learn to articulate clear and 
coherent accounts of their personal beliefs, ideas, values and experiences while respecting the right 
of others to have different views, values and ways of life.  
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The Aim of RE in Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire  
The curriculum for religious education aims to ensure that all pupils: 

A. Know about and understand a range of religions and worldviews, so that 
they can:  

 Describe, explain and analyse beliefs and practices, recognising the diversity which exists 
within and between communities;   

 Identify, investigate and respond to questions posed by, and responses offered by some of 
the sources of wisdom1 found in religions and worldviews; 

 Appreciate and appraise the nature, significance and impact of different ways of life and 
ways of expressing meaning.   

B. Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of 
religions and worldviews, so that they can: 

 Explain reasonably their ideas about how beliefs, practices and forms of expression 
influence individuals and communities; 

 Express with increasing discernment their personal reflections and critical responses to 
questions and teachings about identity, diversity, meaning and value; 

 Appreciate and appraise varied dimensions of religion2. 
C. Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and 

worldviews, so that they can:  
 Find out about and investigate key concepts and questions of belonging, meaning, purpose 

and truth, responding creatively; 
 Enquire into what enables different communities to live together respectfully for the 

wellbeing of all;  
 Articulate beliefs, values and commitments clearly in order to explain reasons why they may 

be important in their own and other people’s lives.  

                                                           
1 The sources of wisdom found in religions and worldviews will include the teachings of some key leaders, key texts and key thinkers from 
different traditions and communities. Examples are many, but could include the Buddha, Jesus Christ, the Prophet Muhammad, Guru Nanak, 
Charles Darwin, the Bible, the Torah or the Bhagavad Gita. Other sources of wisdom might come from the contemporary world. 
2 The RE Programme of Study usually refers to ‘religions and worldviews’ to describe the field of enquiry. Here, however, the aim is to 
consider religion itself, as a phenomenon which has both positive and negative features, and is open to many interpretations: in this aspect 
of the aims, pupils are to engage with religion, not merely with individual examples of religions or worldviews.  
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The three elements of the aim of RE: three areas of learning 

 

B. Express ideas and insights about 
the nature, significance and impact of 
religions and worldviews, so that they 

can: 
Explain reasonably their ideas about 
how beliefs, practices and forms of 

expression influence individuals and 
communities; 

Express with increasing discernment 
their personal reflections and critical 
responses to questions and teachings 
about identity, diversity, meaning and 

value. 
Appreciate and appraise varied 

dimensions of religion.

C.  Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously 
with religions and worldviews, so that they can:  

Find out about and investigate key concepts and questions 
of belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, responding 

creatively;  
Enquire into what enables different communities to live 

together respectfully for the wellbeing of all;
Articulate beliefs, values and commitments clearly in order 
to explain reasons why they may be important in their own 

and other people’s lives. 

A.  Know about and understand a 
range of religions and worldviews, 

so that they can: 
Describe, explain and analyse beliefs 

and practices, recognising the 
diversity which exists within and 

between communities; 
Identify, investigate and respond to 
questions posed by, and responses 
offered by some of the sources of 

wisdom found in religions and 
worldviews;

Appreciate and appraise the nature, 
significance and impact of different 
ways of life and ways of expressing 

meaning.  
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Intentions: the aims of RE, subject content and the contributions of RE 
to whole school priorities  
RE offers distinctive opportunities to promote pupils’ spiritual, cultural, social and moral 
development. RE lessons should offer a structured and safe space during curriculum time for 
reflection. Teaching in RE should engage pupils in discussion, dialogue and debate which 
enables them to make their reasoning clear and which supports their cognitive and linguistic 
development.  
 
RE makes a key contribution to enabling pupils to consider British values, including tolerance and 
respect for people who hold different faiths and worldviews. The HMI Inspection Framework for 
schools requires schools to be active in promoting these values, and well planned RE is a major part of 
this work. This is elaborated below. 
  
Teaching in RE lessons should also allow for timely and sensitive responses to be made to 
unforeseen events of a religious, moral or philosophical nature, whether local, national or 
global. 
 

The breadth of RE  
The law requires that Agreed Syllabuses and RE syllabuses used in academies that are not 
designated with a religious character “must reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great 
Britain are in the main Christian, while taking account of the teaching and practices of the other 
principal religions represented in Great Britain”. This means that from ages 4-19 pupils learn 
about diverse religions and worldviews including Christianity and the other principal religions. All 
types of school should recognise the diversity of our region and of the UK and the importance of 
learning about its religions and worldviews, including those with a significant local presence.  

RE in the school curriculum in different school types 
RE is a statutory subject in each year of the school curriculum of maintained schools. 
Academies and Free Schools are contractually required through the terms of their funding 
agreements with DfE to make provision for the teaching of RE to all pupils on the school roll, 
and Academies in Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire are warmly invited to use this syllabus, 
a local, contemporary and widely approved framework for RE. The Nottingham City and 
Nottinghamshire RE Agreed Syllabus for 2021-26 has been developed in line with the strategic 
priorities of the Local Authority and in consultation with all stakeholders. 
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Organising RE: Which religions and beliefs are to be studied? 
 

The Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire Agreed Syllabus requires that all pupils learn from Christianity in 
each key stage. In addition, pupils will learn from the principal religions represented in the UK, in line with 
the law. These are Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism and Judaism. Furthermore, children from families 
where non-religious worldviews are held are represented in almost all of our classrooms. These worldviews, 
including for example Humanism, will also be the focus for study. Religions to be studied in depth are as 
follows:  
 

Schools should consider the pupils they serve in deciding whether to go beyond the 
minimum entitlements that pupils should learn about and learn from: 

 
Non religious 
worldviews in RE: 
Many pupils come 
from families and 
communities that 
practice no religion. 
Many people reject 
supernatural 
explanations of 
human life. It is 
recommended that 
pupils study non-
religious beliefs and 
ways of life both 
before the age of 
14 and during 14-19 
RE. These may 
include examples 
such as Humanism 
and the ideas of 
people who 
describe 
themselves as 
‘spiritual but not 
religious’. 
 

4-5s 
Reception 

Developing a growing sense of the child’s awareness of self, their own 
community and their place within this, children will encounter Christianity 
and other faiths found in their own classroom, simply. 

5-7s 
Key 

Stage 1 

A minimum of two religions are to be studied. Christianity and at least one 
other religion (Judaism is the recommended example). Religions and 
beliefs represented in the local area.  

7-11s 
Key 

Stage 2 

A minimum of three religions are to be studied. Christianity and at least 
two other religions (Hinduism and Islam are recommended).  

11-14s 
Key 

Stage 3 

Four religions are to be studied. Christianity, Buddhism, Sikhism and Islam 
are recommended (an additional study of Judaism or Hinduism may also be 
undertaken).   

14-16s 
Key 

Stage 4 

It is recommended that at least two religions, usually including 
Christianity, are studied. This will usually be through a recognised national 
RS qualification course such as GCSE full or short RS courses or CoEA RS, 
but could be through a school devised RE course.  

16-19s 
RE for 

All 

Religions and worldviews to be selected by schools and colleges as 
appropriate  

 

This is the minimum requirement. Many schools may wish to go beyond the minimum.  Schools should consider 
the pupils they serve in deciding whether to go beyond the minimum entitlements to learning about religions 
and beliefs. Learning from 4 religions across a key stage is demanding: the syllabus does not recommend 
tackling 6 religions in a key stage. Depth is more important than overstretched breadth.  
 
Note A: The range of religious groups in the UK. Groups such as Jehovah’s Witnesses, Latter Day Saints, the Baha’i 
faith or the Jains are not excluded from study in this scheme for RE. Schools are always advised to make space for the 
worldviews of the local community, which is why the table above expresses minimum requirements. 
Note B: Progression in learning through the primary school. It is good practice for pupils to progress their skills by 
learning from a religion over a period of years, for example across a key stage. 
 

Note C: Sikhi for 7-11s. Members of the Sikh community have provided an appendix plan for those who wish to include 
Sikh religion in Key Stage 2. 
Note D: Secondary RE provision: If schools use a 2 year key stage three, then all pupils 14-16 should still receive their 
entitlements to RE provision. 
Note E: Plural RE for 14-19s. The 14-19 section of the syllabus gives more detail on different ways for schools to develop 
their RE / RS courses. Schools studying GCSE examination courses must consider carefully how to avoid narrow 
learning in RS and address the question of the breadth of learning about religions and worldviews carefully.  
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Organising RE: Curriculum time for RE in Nottingham City and 
Nottinghamshire 
 

In order to deliver the aims and expected standards of the syllabus, SACRE and the Agreed 
Syllabus Conference expects a minimum allocation of curriculum time for RE based upon the law 
and DfE guidance. A minimum 5% of curriculum time is required for teaching RE. Schools should 
make plans to give at least this amount of curriculum time to the subject as the syllabus is 
implemented. OFSTED require the curriculum in RE to be of similar ambition to the National 
Curriculum subjects.  
 

This means in practice that schools are expected to allocate: 
 Reception and Key Stage 1: 36 hours of tuition per year (e.g. 50 minutes a week or some short 

sessions implemented through continuous provision) 
 Key Stage 2: 45 hours of tuition per year (e.g. an hour a week, or less than an hour a week plus 

a series of RE days) 
 Key Stage 3: 45 hours of tuition per year (e.g. an hour a week, RE-centred Humanities lessons 

taught for 4 hours a week for one term of the year) 
 14-16s: 5% of curriculum time, or 70 hours of tuition across the key stage (e.g. an hour a week 

for five terms) 
 16-19s: Allocation of time for RE for all should be clearly identifiable and should not be 

tokenistic. 
 

This means that this syllabus for RE can be delivered in an average of 
approximately an hour of teaching per week. 
 

Notes 
 RE is legally required for all pupils. RE is a core subject of the curriculum for all pupils. The 

requirements of this Agreed Syllabus are not subject to the flexibility of the Foundation 
Subjects.  

 RE is different from assembly. Curriculum time for Religious Education is distinct from the time 
schools may spend on collective worship or school assembly. The times given above are for RE 
in the curriculum, when pupils are being taught the subject. 

 Flexible delivery of RE is often good practice: an RE themed day, or week of study can 
complement – but not replace - the regular programme of timetabled lessons (see additional 
ideas on the next page). 

 RE should be taught in clearly identifiable time. There is a common frontier between RE and 
such subjects as literacy, citizenship, history, RSE or PSHE. But the times given above are 
explicitly for the clearly identifiable teaching of RE. Where creative cross curricular planning is 
used, schools must ensure that RE objectives from the syllabus are clearly planned and taught. 

 Coherence and progression. Whilst schools are expected to make their own decisions about 
how to divide up curriculum time, schools must ensure that sufficient time is given to RE so 
that pupils can meet the standards and expectations set out in this Agreed Syllabus to provide 
coherence and progression in RE learning: as OFSTED require, this is an ambitious curriculum. 

 Too little time leads to low standards: Any school in which head teachers and governors do 
not plan to allocate sufficient curriculum time for RE is unlikely to be able to enable pupils to 
achieve the outcomes set out in this syllabus.  
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Organising RE: Flexible models of delivery and high standards in RE 
An ambitious curriculum: Religious Education must be planned for high standards. There are different 
ways that schools can do this. All Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire pupils, 4-19, are entitled to 
good learning in RE, so schools must plan sufficient time for the subject to be well taught. Subject 
leaders for RE, senior staff, head teachers and governors will all take an interest in ensuring provision 
enables the best possible standards. This might be done in various ways: 
 

Whilst there may be occasions where there are planned activities for children in the Early Years, these 
should always start with the experiences and events which relate to the children and their immediate 
families and communities. Other opportunities to develop children spiritually and morally and to 
strengthen their understanding of cultures and beliefs should be planned and delivered through 
ongoing high quality provision through play using children’s own experiences and questions as starting 
points.  
 

A large majority of Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire schools use one or two weekly lessons of RE 
as the standard way of running the curriculum plan. The advantages of this are that pupils get used to 
the RE lesson, the progress they make can be steady and continuous and teachers ‘know where they 
are’. The main disadvantage is that pupils’ weekly experience of RE can sometimes be too spread out 
for the deeper learning that the subject requires to flourish. 
 Some schools use a themed curriculum approach to RE. A series of lessons in the humanities are 

themed for RE, e.g. for half a term, and pupils spend four or five hours a week or more doing RE 
and relating the study to history or geography. In the next half term, the focus may be more on 
one of the other subjects. The main advantages of this are that pupils get a deeper and more 
continuous experience of RE. A disadvantage is that some schools use arbitrary themes or fail to 
plan RE into the programme at sufficient depth. Parity with, for example, History and Geography 
makes good sense here. Specialist RE teachers’ involvement in setting a sharp focus on planned RE 
outcomes in planning is crucial.  

 Some schools use an ‘RE Week’ or an ‘RE Day’ to focus learning, then follow up the ‘big 
experience’ with linked lessons over several weeks. Such ‘big events’ RE planning is demanding of 
teachers but can, for example, help the whole school to focus and develop the subject.  A day is 
about 5 hours, so is not, of course, a substitute for a term’s worth of weekly lessons. The key to 
success is clarity about the RE learning that is planned. A guide to this kind of opportunity, with 
some practical ideas and outlines, is available from RE Today, titled ‘Big RE’. Occasional ‘drop 
down’ days without weekly lessons do not enable pupils to make progress, or to show the 
outcomes of the syllabus, and are not an effective way to deliver the RE curriciulum. 

 Creative curriculum planning in which a modular approach to curriculum planning can be used 
effectively. This approach can present both opportunities and challenges for RE: Why do inspectors 
sometimes find RE is least well covered in an integrated programme of learning? Do some themes 
enable RE effectively, but do some themes make it harder to include real RE? Schools must 
consider the learning objectives of the syllabus in deciding whether RE learning is well served by 
‘creative curriculum planning’. 

 Mixed Age Classes: In schools where class groups include children from different year groups, this 
RE syllabus can be taught in very flexible ways using the guidance and materials the syllabus 
provides for the different ages in the class. 

 

In deciding the ways in which the Agreed Syllabus will be implemented, schools should ensure that the 
full range of RE opportunities is offered to all pupils and the curriculum is similar in ambition to the 
National Curriculum. 
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Respect for All, Global Learning, British Values and Community 
Cohesion: What does RE offer to pupils?  
 

This Agreed Syllabus provides many opportunities for RE teaching and learning to challenge 
stereotypical views and to appreciate difference positively.  
 

Learning for diversity. Government guidance advises that “every school is responsible for educating 
children and young people who will live and work in a country which is diverse in terms of cultures, 
religions or beliefs”.  A recurring theme of government and HMI guidance on Religious Education is to 
“develop a positive attitude towards other people, respecting their right to hold different beliefs from 
their own, and towards living in a world of diverse religions.”  RE guidance also requires schools to 
enable pupils to examine the consequences of anti-social behaviour such as racism and to develop 
strategies for dealing with it.  Equally, Ofsted (2014) also points to the major contribution that RE 
makes in promoting British values and enabling learners to develop positive attitudes through “valuing 
diversity, promoting multicultural understanding and respect.”   
 

Reducing intolerance, increasing respect. Promoting understanding, respect and community cohesion 
aims to contribute to reducing the corrosive effects of intolerance. It is too simplistic to assume that 
merely by teaching about the major world religions, RE will automatically contribute to community 
cohesion. It is even possible for weaker teaching to reinforce stereotypes: e.g. ‘Muslims are from 
Pakistan’ or ‘Christians are white’.  It is valuable to note that, for example, Christians, Jews and 
Muslims all give great significance to Jesus within their religious tradition, holding some aspects in 
common and diverging on other fundamental points.  There is also, of course, great diversity within 
religions, where different interpretations can clash sharply. As well as learning about the historical and 
current relationship between cultures and worldviews, pupils should study the ways in which one 
religion has influenced the development of another.  Challenging negative attitudes is a part of this 
process of learning. 
 

Visits and visitors: RE is the ideal vehicle for building links with faith communities in the local area of 
the school.  Pupils need opportunities to meet people of different faiths and cultures to develop a 
respect for those who believe, think and practice differently, without feeling that their own identity or 
views are threatened. In fact, pupils can deepen and clarify their sense of identity through their 
encounter with the ‘other’. It is important to set ground rules for discussion when religious differences 
are explored, in order to create a safe and positive environment.  This is particularly relevant where 
there may be media misrepresentations and commonly held negative stereotypes e.g. Islamophobic 
ideas, unfair negativity to any religion. RE has a place in reducing extremism. Schools should plan a 
diverse programme of RE visits and encourage all parents to support their children’s involvement and 
learning. This is expected by national and local government. 
 

Breadth – cohesion for all. In terms of community cohesion in Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire, 
it is more meaningful to pupils if the religions taught include those of their own families and 
communities, including smaller faith groups in order to accord equal value and respect.  Similarly, 
children should learn that non-religious perspectives on life, including examples such as Humanism, are 
also valid and widespread.  Large numbers of our pupils come from families where no religion is 
practiced, and they must not be made to feel that their lives or families are less worthy as a result. 
 

Planned support for teaching. At Key Stages 2 and 3 there are planned units for investigating these 
important issues. For Key Stage 2, see the unit on ‘Enquiring into places of worship through visits’ and 
for Years 7-9 ‘’How can the towns in Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire become more respectful 
places?” 
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Fundamental British values and RE 

School inspection by OFSTED explores and judges the contribution schools make to 
actively promoting British values. This syllabus is ambitious in describing the 
contributions of RE to enable pupils to go beyond tolerance of each other towards 
respect, harmony and mutual esteem. 

RE makes a key educational contribution to pupils’ explorations of British values 
Teaching the Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education will 
enable pupils to learn to think for themselves about British values.  
Questions about whether social and moral values are best described as ‘British values’ or seen as 
more universal human values will continue to be debated, but for the purposes of teachers of RE, 
the subject offers opportunities to build an accurate knowledge base about religions and beliefs in 
relation to values. This in turn supports children and young people so that they are able to move 
beyond attitudes of tolerance towards increasing respect, so that they can celebrate diversity.  
Values education and moral development are a part of a school’s holistic mission to contribute to 
the wellbeing of all people within our communities. The RE curriculum focuses learning in some of 
these areas, but pupils’ moral development is a whole school issue. 
• Mutual tolerance. Schools do not accept intolerant attitudes to members of the community: 

attitudes which reject other people on the basis of race, faith, gender, sexual orientation or 
age are rightly challenged. The baseline for a fair community is that each person’s right to ‘be 
themselves’ is to be accepted by all. Tolerance may not be enough: RE can challenge children 
and young people to be increasingly respectful and to celebrate diversity, but tolerance is a 
starting point: it is much better than intolerance.  

• Respectful attitudes. In the RE curriculum attention focusses on developing mutual respect 
between those of different faiths and beliefs, promoting an understanding of what a society 
gains from diversity. Pupils will learn about diversity in religions and worldviews and will be 
challenged to respect other persons who see the world differently to themselves. Recognition 
and celebration of human diversity in many forms can flourish where pupils understand 
different faiths and beliefs and are challenged to be broad minded and open hearted. 

• Democracy. In RE pupils learn the significance of each person’s ideas and experiences through 
methods of discussion. In debating the fundamental questions of life, pupils learn to respect a 
range of perspectives. This contributes to learning about democracy, examining the idea that 
we all share a responsibility to use our voice and influence for the wellbeing of others. 

• The Rule of Law: In RE pupils examine different examples of codes for human life, including 
commandments, rules or precepts offered by different religious communities. They learn to 
appreciate how individuals choose between good and evil, right and wrong, and they learn to 
apply these ideas to their own communities. They learn that fairness requires that the law 
apply equally to all, irrespective of a person’s status or wealth. 

• Individual liberty. In RE, pupils consider questions about identity, belonging and diversity, 
learning what it means to live a life free from constraints. They study examples of pioneers of 
human freedom, including those from within different religions, so that they can examine 
tensions between the value of a stable society and the value of change for human 
development. 
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Cultural Capital and RE  
What is cultural capital? A concept from the OFSTED Framework relevant to RE. 
How does RE contribute to building cultural capital for learners? 
Cultural capital is a sociological concept which describes a person’s social assets, usable in seeking and 
securing status within the social groups to which the individual belongs, from the local and familial to the 
national or global.  
Cultural and social assets include, for example, education, family status, style of speech – whatever gives 
access to a society’s benefits. Religions make key contributions to cultural capital in many areas. This might 
relate to culture in its widest sense, including film, food, sport, fashion, the arts, language, history, science – 
and indeed faiths, beliefs and religions, in relation to the multicultural society. The distribution and 
accumulation of cultural capital - as with financial capital – seems to be unequal, and this can lead to some 
groups being disadvantaged. 
Cultural capital comprises both the material and symbolic goods which a person can access and use within 
the economy. Think of it as the accumulated cultural knowledge that confers social status and power, 
including all the cultural offers religions make for their followers. 
In OFSTED Education Inspection Framework, the concept is applied to all inspections, and used in this key 
requirement: 

Intent: leaders take on or construct a curriculum that is ambitious and designed to give all learners, 
particularly the most disadvantaged and those with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) or high needs, the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life. (p9) 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/801429/Education_inspection_framework.pdf  
 

How does this connect to RE? 
In relation to Religious Education, this concept has clear relevance and currency. Teachers of RE over many 
years have argued that a rich knowledge of the cultural and religious milieu in which children and young 
people are growing up has high value in the world of work and in social life more generally, and pupils 
surveyed about the value of RE often agree. Whilst it is obvious that the responsibilities of a school with 
regard to cultural capital for all its pupils are by no means the sole responsibility of RE, it is also useful to 
describe how RE can make the contribution. The diagram offers a simple description of RE’s potential in 
relation to cultural capital, framed as four questions for teachers to think about. 

   

Rich knowledge, open minds. 
An ambitious RE curriciulum can give pupils the kinds of 
rich knowledge of religions and worldviews that enable 
them to participate fully in the cultural life of modern 
diverse Britain. RE opens minds to global diversity and 
cultures.

Engaging with cultural and religious diversity. 
Effective RE enables all pupils to understand the 
significance of spiritual and moral issues in our 
contemporary culture, so that they can both contribute 
to and benefit from the multicultural society in which 
they live.

Cultural competences. 
Effective RE enables pupils to develop cultural 
competency and cultural navigation skills from their 
own worldview or religion in relation to the religions 
and worldviews of others.

Access for all. 
RE gives pupils from every background access to the 
kinds of cultural capital with which religions and 
worldviews engage - e.g. in the arts, language, 
literature, sciences, sport, fashion and the economy in 
all its aspects. This includes the ways religions and 
worldviews challenge prevailing ideas, e.g. from moral 
perspectives. 

Cultural capital 
and RE
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Examples of RE’s contribution to cultural capital include these, among many others: 

Experiences in RE which enhance cultural capital: 
 Being able to explore the culture and values of 

different religions and worldviews. 
 Receiving visitors from different faith 

communities. 
 Visiting places of worship from different faith 

communities. 
 Engaging with music, dance, drama and the arts 

inspired by religions and worldviews. 
 Recognising expressions of religion in culture: 

food, symbols, dress.                   
 

Opportunities to demonstrate cultural capital: 
 Collaborative teamwork activities that enable 

learners to express their own culture and beliefs in 
creative ways. 

 Engaging in activities which enable learners to see, 
experience and use for themselves ‘the best that 
has been thought and said’ in religions and 
worldviews. 

 Chances to participate in making cultural 
experiences that have lasting positive impact on 
the learners, e.g. in performance of music, dance, 
drama or worship. 

A religiously educated young person: skills and 
competencies include: 
 The skills needed to navigate a society in which 

different cultures and religions are present. 
 The skills of listening and dialogue which enable 

mutual understanding and respect. 
 The skills needed to contribute to enabling 

inclusive communities, e.g. in class or school, to 
flourish for the wellbeing of all. 

 Simple examples include meeting and greeting 
others, engaging in conversation, sharing food 
with respect to differences of culture and 
recognizing examples of religious expression. 
 

Skills and competencies in cultural capital which RE 
offers 
 The ability to speak confidently about their 

engagement with and appraisal of religious and 
spiritual aspects of culture. 

 The ability to engage with and respond for 
themselves to dilemmas of belief and value in their 
society. 

 The ability to relate without embarrassment or 
fear to people who are different, being polite, 
showing interest and always avoiding negativity 
such as ridicule. 

 The ability to make and enjoy cultural ‘products’ 
such as art, music, dance, drama in the context of 
RE. 
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Religious Education and Statutory Relationships and Sex Education 
There are clear links between Religious Education and themes in the 2020 statutory Relationships and Sex 
Education (RSE) framework that we recommend schools explore when planning their curricula.  Discussion 
around diverse families, commitment, marriage, parenting, and values, for example, will benefit from a 
cross-curricular approach that enables pupils to explore different perspectives from a range of religions and 
worldviews as well as relevant legislation.  In consultation with your parent body you may like to include 
references within your RSE and RE policies and planning documents to these cross-curricular learning 
opportunities.  More information about Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE), locally and 
nationally can be found on the links below: 
Government RSHE guidance 2020 
Nottingham City Council RSHE resources 
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/schoolsportal/tackling-emerging-threats-to-children/relationships-sex-
and-health-education-rshe 
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Implementing our intentions for RE 
Subject content for RE in different age groups 
RE in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Pupils should encounter religions and worldviews through special people, books, times, places and objects and by 
visiting places of worship. They should listen to and talk about stories. Pupils can be introduced to subject specific 
words and use all their senses to explore beliefs, practices and forms of expression. They ask questions and reflect 
on their own feelings and experiences. They use their imagination and curiosity to develop their appreciation of and 
wonder at the world in which they live. Religious Education is, unlike the subjects of the National Curriculum, a 
legal requirement for all pupils on the school roll, including all those in the reception year. 
 

In line with the DfE’s 2013 EYFS Profile RE should, through planned, purposeful play and through a mix of adult-led and 
child-initiated activity, provide these opportunities for pupils. 
Communication and Language 
 children listen with enjoyment to stories, songs and poems from different communities and traditions and 

respond with relevant comments, questions or actions;  
 use talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events; 
 answer ‘who’, ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences in response to stories, experiences or events 

from different traditions and communities;  
 talk about how they and others show feelings;  
 develop their own narratives in relation to stories they hear from different communities. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
 children understand that they can expect others to treat their needs, views, cultures and beliefs with respect; 
 work as part of a group, taking turns and sharing fairly, understanding that groups of people need agreed values 

and codes of behaviour, including adults and children, to work together harmoniously;  
 talk about their own and others’ behaviour and its consequences, and know that some behaviour is unacceptable; 
 think and talk about issues of right and wrong and why these questions matter; 
 respond to significant experiences showing a range of feelings when appropriate;  
 have a developing awareness of their own needs, views and feelings and be sensitive to those of others; 
 have a developing respect for their own cultures and beliefs, and those of other people; 
 show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings and form positive relationships. 

Understanding the World 
 children talk about similarities and differences between themselves and others, among families, communities and 

traditions; 
 begin to know about their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people; 
 explore, observe and find out about places and objects that matter in different cultures and beliefs. 

Expressive Arts and Design 
 children use their imagination in art, music, dance, imaginative play, rôle-play and stories to represent their own 

ideas, thoughts and feelings; 
 respond in a variety of ways to what they see, hear, smell, touch and taste. 

Literacy 
 children access a wide range of books, poems and other written materials to ignite their interest. 

Mathematics 
 children recognise, create and describe some patterns, sorting and ordering objects simply. 

 
These learning intentions for RE are developed from relevant areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (DfE, 
2013). Teachers and schools will find more detailed examples useful, but these map the territory. The syllabus 
support website gives examples of planning in this important area. 
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What should practitioners in the Reception Year offer for RE? 
Here are six recommended titles for RE work in the Reception year, where provision should be 
integrated into the whole experience of the child, including for example songs, play, imaginative 
work, language development, story and creativity. 
 

 
F1 Which stories are special and why? 
 
 
F2 Which people are special and why? 
 
 
F3 What places are special and why? 
 
 
F4 What times are special and why? 
 
 
F5 Belonging: who are we and how do we belong? 
 
 
F6 Our wonderful world: how can we care for living things and the earth? 
 

 
These integrated planning approaches are supported with an appendix within the supporting 
material which is available on the sites shown on page 2 
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Key Stage 1 RE 
 

The Focus of RE for KS1 enables children to develop their knowledge and understanding of 
religions and worldviews. They find out about simple examples of religion that are drawn from 
local, national and global contexts. They should use basic subject specific vocabulary. They should 
raise questions and begin to express their own views in response to the material they learn about 
and in response to questions about their ideas. The RE curriculum is engaging and interactive, 
using story, music, drama, activity, teamwork, thinking structures and language work to enable 
deepening engagement from every child. 
The aim of RE is expressed in age appropriate outcomes for most 7 year olds. 
 

Specifically pupils should be taught to: 
 
Know about and 
understand religions and 
worldviews 

Express ideas and insights 
into religions and 
worldviews 

Gain and deploy the skills 
for learning from religions 
and worldviews 

A1. Recall and name different 
beliefs and practices, including 
festivals, worship, rituals and 
ways of life, in order to find out 
about the meanings behind 
them. 

B1. Ask and respond to 
questions about what 
communities do, and why, so 
that they can identify what 
difference belonging to a 
community might make.  

C1. Explore questions about 
belonging, meaning and truth 
so that they can express their 
own ideas and opinions in 
response using words, music, 
art or poetry.  

A2. Retell and suggest 
meanings to some religious and 
moral stories, exploring and 
discussing sacred writings and 
sources of wisdom and 
recognising the communities 
from which they come.  

B2. Observe and recount 
different ways of expressing 
identity and belonging, 
responding sensitively for 
themselves.  

C2. Find out about and respond 
with ideas to examples of co-
operation between people who 
are different. 
 

A3. Recognise some different 
symbols and actions which 
express a community’s way of 
life, appreciating some 
similarities between 
communities. 

B3. Notice and respond 
sensitively to some similarities 
between different religions and 
worldviews. 

C3. Find out about questions of 
right and wrong and begin to 
express their ideas and 
opinions in response. 
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Using the programme of study for Key Stage 1: 
 Flexible planning: The programme of study on the following pages is the 

recommended way of achieving the required outcomes, but schools may plan other 
programs of study to achieve this if they wish.  

 Planning for progression: the order of teaching here is recommended to enable 
continuity and progression in learning, but again teachers could plan this differently 
to meet learning needs in their own schools. 

 Rich knowledge: RE provides pupils with an increasingly rich knowledge base about 
religions and worldviews, enabling them to understand the society and world in 
which they live and preparing them for life in modern diverse Britain. 

 An example: Christmas and Easter. Schools will want to teach major festivals such 
as Christmas and Easter at appropriate times of year. We have provided progression 
grids to suggest activities that can be flexibly used in the period of time directly 
around the festival (see the Agreed Syllabus support website and the table below). 

 Which religions? Content selection for breadth and depth. Schools are required to 
plan for pupils to learn in depth about Christians and Jewish people in key stage 1. 
Some schools will choose to go beyond this minimum requirement. In doing so, it is 
important to retain depth while including religions relevant to the local community. 

 Discovery and learning in RE: Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire RE is a 
discovery process, in which learners find out for themselves and use their enquiry 
skills to set questions, do simple research and consider a range of answers. 

 Themes and concepts: The themes and concepts of RE are woven together into 
plans that enable pupils to investigate religions and worldviews for themselves, with 
the guidance of their teachers. 

 Strategies for thinking skills: teachers are encouraged to make appropriate use of 
strategies such as the methods of community of enquiry and of Philosophy for 
Children (P4C) in their RE work. Many RE topics will be energised by the use of 
stimulating religious material such as film, text, poetry, prayer or art in the 
community of enquiry approach.  

 

Please note: These Programs of Study are supposed to help the teacher and put the aims 
of the syllabus into a coherent and progressed programme of study but are not 
prescriptive. They can be adapted to suit the needs of your school and pupils, reflecting 
their needs and backgrounds. Some schools want to adapt learning programs about 
Christmas and Easter for seasonal reasons. Here is an example: 
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Increasing pupils’ 
understanding of 
Christmas and Easter:  
 
A spiral curriculum 
approach can be used so 
that an appropriate short 
sequence of lessons 
coincides with these key 
festivals during the year, 
enabling progression for 
every child.  
 
Learning activities need to 
be planned with 
increasing challenge and 
no repetition to ensure 
the gains in 
understanding are clear. 

 
 Pupils retell (for example through carols, music, drama or in pictures) 

religious stories of Christmas, Holy Week and Easter and suggest 
reasons why they are important to Christians, using the correct words 
to express meanings [e.g. Messiah, Crucifixion, Resurrection, 
Ascension] (A2); 

 Pupils think about the behaviour shown by the characters in the stories 
e.g. being trustworthy, courageous, persistent, overcoming obstacles, 
forgiving, worshipping, being changed and explore some of these 
characteristics and values creatively (C1) 

 Pupils ask and find out about from where these stories come (The 
Gospels of Luke and Matthew in the Bible for Christmas, all four 
Gospels for the narratives of Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday) and how these stories are remembered and 
celebrated in Christian festivals today (B3) 

 Pupils consider what is special about the Gospel and respond 
sensitively, relating to the festivals and to their own special times of 
life using examples, giving reasons and increasingly using the correct 
terms and key words (B1). 

Religious content will include: Christian stories and festivals of Christmas, 
Holy Week and Easter and key concepts from Christian belief and practice 
such as incarnation, salvation and resurrection. The study of the 
connections between the narrative, the customs and the values of 
Christmas and Easter are important. 
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m

 
Ju

d
ai

sm
 a

n
d

 C
h

ri
st

ia
n

it
y 


 

A
sk

 q
u

e
st

io
n

s 
ab

o
u

t 
h

o
w

 w
e

 
sh

o
w

 w
e

 c
ar

e
 f

o
r 

o
th

e
rs

 


 

R
e

sp
o

n
d

 t
o

 id
e

as
 a

n
d

 v
al

u
e

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
ca

re
, k

in
d

n
e

ss
 a

n
d

 
g

e
n

e
ro

si
ty

 w
it

h
 s

im
p

le
 id

e
as

 
o

f 
th

e
ir

 o
w

n
 


 

E
x

p
re

ss
 a

n
 id

e
a 

o
f 

th
e

ir
 o

w
n

 
ab

o
u

t 
a 

re
li

g
io

u
s 

st
o

ry
 o

f 
ca

ri
n

g
 


 

G
iv

e
 a

n
 e

x
am

p
le

 o
f 

h
o

w
 a

 
p

e
rs

o
n

 c
an

 s
h

o
w

 t
h

e
ir

 v
al

u
e

s 
 

  
 



3
1

 
 

 
In

te
n

ti
o

n
s:

 W
h

at
 d

o
 w

e
 

w
an

t 
p

u
p

ils
 t

o
 le

ar
n

? 
Im

p
le

m
e

n
ta

ti
o

n
: W

h
at

 k
in

d
 o

f 
ac

ti
vi

ti
e

s 
w

il
l e

n
ab

le
 le

ar
n

e
rs

 
to

 a
ch

ie
ve

? 
Im

p
ac

t:
 W

h
at

 o
u

tc
o

m
e

s 
w

ill
 

p
u

p
il

s 
ac

h
ie

ve
? 

Y
e

ar
 1

  
U

n
it

 N
u

m
b

e
r 

1.
3 

T
h

e
m

e
:  

B
e

lie
fs

 a
n

d
 t

e
ac

h
in

g
s 

 E
n

q
u

ir
y 

Q
u

e
st

io
n

 
S

to
ri

e
s 

o
f 

Je
su

s:
  

W
h

at
 c

an
 w

e
 le

ar
n

 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e
m

? 
 

H
o

w
 d

o
 r

e
li

g
io

u
s 

st
o

ri
e

s 
m

ak
e

 a
 

d
if

fe
re

n
ce

 t
o

 p
e

o
p

le
’s

 
li

ve
s?

 
 R

e
li

g
io

n
: C

h
ri

st
ia

n
it

y 

K
n

o
w

le
d

g
e

: 
P

u
p

ils
 w

ill
 le

ar
n

 a
b

o
u

t 
so

m
e

 s
to

ri
e

s 
o

f 
Je

su
s,

 e
.g

. 
th

e
 S

h
ep

h
e

rd
s 

co
m

in
g

 t
o

 
th

e
 M

an
g

e
r,

 H
e

al
in

g
 t

h
e

 
T

e
n

 L
ep

e
rs

, C
al

m
in

g
 t

h
e

 
S

to
rm

 o
n

 L
ak

e
 G

al
ile

e
, 

Fe
e

d
in

g
 t

h
e

 5
0

0
0

. T
h

e
y 

h
e

ar
 a

n
d

 le
ar

n
 a

b
o

u
t 

so
m

e
 s

to
ri

e
s 

Je
su

s 
to

ld
, 

e
.g

. T
h

e
 L

o
st

 C
o

in
, t

h
e

 
Lo

st
 S

o
n

. 
T

h
e

y 
le

ar
n

 t
h

at
 t

h
es

e
 

st
o

ri
e

s 
m

at
te

r 
to

 
C

h
ri

st
ia

n
s 

b
e

ca
u

se
 o

f 
w

h
o

 
th

ey
 b

e
lie

ve
 J

e
su

s 
w

as
: 

G
o

d
 c

o
m

e
 t

o
 e

ar
th

, w
it

h
 

th
e

 p
o

w
e

r 
to

 h
e

lp
 p

e
o

p
le

 
in

 m
an

y 
w

ay
s.

  
 S

k
il

ls
: 

Li
te

ra
cy

 s
ki

lls
 in

cl
u

d
in

g
 

th
e

 a
b

ili
ty

 t
o

 e
n

g
ag

e
 w

it
h

 
st

o
ri

e
s,

 r
em

e
m

b
e

r 
ch

ar
ac

te
rs

, i
n

fe
r 

m
e

an
in

g
 

an
d

 e
n

jo
y 

re
te

lli
n

g
 t

h
e

 
st

o
ri

e
s.

 
 K

e
y 

co
n

ce
p

ts
 a

n
d

 w
o

rd
s 

R
e

lig
io

n
, C

h
ri

st
ia

n
, c

h
u

rc
h

, 
B

ib
le

, s
ym

b
o

l, 
th

an
kf

u
l, 

fa
it

h
, b

e
lie

f,
 E

as
te

r,
 G

o
d

 
 

P
u

p
ils

: 


 

re
te

ll
 s

to
ri

e
s 

(f
o

r 
e

xa
m

p
le

 t
h

ro
u

g
h

 d
ra

m
a 

o
r 

in
 p

ic
tu

re
s)

, 
u

si
n

g
 a

 r
an

g
e

 o
f 

d
if

fe
re

n
t 

st
o

ri
e

s 
ab

o
u

t 
Je

su
s,

 
co

n
si

d
e

ri
n

g
 w

h
at

 t
h

ey
 m

e
an

. T
h

e
se

 s
h

o
u

ld
 in

cl
u

d
e

 s
to

ri
e

s 
Je

su
s 

to
ld

 a
n

d
 s

to
ri

e
s 

ab
o

u
t 

H
is

 m
ir

ac
le

s.
 G

o
o

d
 e

xa
m

p
le

s:
 

T
h

e
 L

o
st

 C
o

in
, J

e
su

s 
an

d
 t

h
e

 T
e

n
 L

e
p

e
rs

. T
h

ey
 c

o
m

p
ar

e
 

th
e

 s
to

ri
e

s 
an

d
 t

h
in

k 
ab

o
u

t 
w

h
at

 C
h

ri
st

ia
n

s 
to

d
ay

 le
ar

n
 

fr
o

m
 t

h
e

 s
to

ri
es

 (
A

2)
;  


 

lin
ki

n
g

 t
o

 E
n

g
lis

h
, p

u
p

ils
 r

e
sp

o
n

d
 t

o
 t

h
e

 p
ar

ab
le

s 
Je

su
s 

to
ld

, f
o

r 
e

xa
m

p
le

, s
u

ch
 a

s 
th

e
 L

o
st

 S
o

n
, c

o
n

si
d

e
ri

n
g

 a
n

d
 

ta
lk

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t 
w

h
at

 t
h

e
y 

m
e

an
. T

h
e

y 
re

co
g

n
is

e
 

C
h

ri
st

ia
n

it
y 

as
 t

h
e

 r
e

lig
io

n
 f

ro
m

 w
h

ic
h

 t
h

e
 s

to
ri

e
s 

co
m

e
 

(A
2)

;  


 

u
se

 s
o

n
g

s,
 a

rt
, d

ra
m

a,
 v

id
e

o
 a

n
d

 c
h

ild
re

n
’s

 B
ib

le
 

re
te

lli
n

g
s 

o
f 

ke
y 

st
o

ri
e

s 
to

 le
ar

n
 m

o
re

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n

 a
b

o
u

t 
w

h
o

 J
es

u
s 

w
as

 a
n

d
 w

h
y 

h
e

 m
at

te
rs

 s
o

 m
u

ch
 t

o
 C

h
ri

st
ia

n
 

p
e

o
p

le
. 


 

lin
ki

n
g

 t
o

 E
n

g
lis

h
, p

u
p

ils
 r

e
te

ll
 s

to
ri

e
s 

ab
o

u
t 

Je
su

s,
 s

u
ch

 
as

 t
h

e
 m

ir
ac

le
 s

to
ry

 o
f 

th
e

 h
e

al
in

g
 o

f 
a 

b
lin

d
 p

e
rs

o
n

 o
r 

a 
p

ar
t 

o
f 

th
e

 E
as

te
r 

st
o

ri
es

. T
h

e
y 

id
e

n
ti

fy
 a

n
d

 t
al

k
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
e

 v
al

u
e

s 
w

h
ic

h
 d

if
fe

re
n

t 
ch

ar
ac

te
rs

 in
 t

h
e

 s
to

ri
es

 
sh

o
w

e
d

, a
n

d
 r

e
co

g
n

is
e

 C
h

ri
st

ia
n

it
y 

as
 t

h
e

 r
e

lig
io

n
 f

ro
m

 
w

h
ic

h
 t

h
e

 s
to

ri
e

s 
co

m
e

 (
A

2)
;  


 

re
sp

o
n

d
 t

o
 s

to
ri

e
s 

ab
o

u
t 

Je
su

s,
 t

al
ki

n
g

 a
b

o
u

t 
th

an
kf

u
ln

e
ss

 a
s 

a 
re

su
lt

 o
f 

m
ir

ac
le

s(
C

3)
;  


 

as
k

 a
n

d
 a

n
sw

e
r 

‘w
h

o
’,

 ‘w
h

e
re

’,
 ‘h

o
w

’,
 ‘w

h
at

’ ‘
w

h
y’

 
q

u
e

st
io

n
s 

ab
o

u
t 

re
lig

io
u

s 
st

o
ri

e
s 

(A
2)

;  


 

lin
ki

n
g

 t
o

 ‘P
h

ilo
so

p
h

y 
fo

r 
C

h
ild

re
n

’,
 p

u
p

ils
 t

h
in

k
 a

b
o

u
t 

an
d

 r
e

sp
o

n
d

 t
o

 ‘b
ig

 q
u

es
ti

o
n

s’
 in

 a
 c

la
ss

ro
o

m
 e

n
q

u
ir

y 
u

si
n

g
, f

o
r 

e
xa

m
p

le
, a

 s
to

ry
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e
 N

e
w

 T
e

st
am

e
n

t:
 

sh
o

u
ld

 J
e

su
s 

h
av

e
 g

o
n

e
 t

o
 t

h
e

 h
o

u
se

 o
f 

th
e

 t
ax

 c
o

lle
ct

o
r 

Z
ac

ch
ae

u
s?

 W
h

y 
d

id
 h

e
? 

W
h

y 
d

o
 C

h
ri

st
ia

n
s 

fe
e

l s
ad

 o
n

 
‘G

o
o

d
 F

ri
d

ay
’?

 W
h

at
 h

ap
p

en
e

d
 a

ft
e

r 
Je

su
s 

d
ie

d
, a

t 
E

as
te

r?
 

(C
1)

.  
 

M
o

st
 p

u
p

ils
 w

ill
 b

e
 a

b
le

 t
o

: 


 

R
e

ca
ll

 a
n

d
 n

am
e

 k
e

y 
fi

g
u

re
s 

in
 t

h
e

 s
to

ri
e

s 
o

f 
Je

su
s 


 

R
e

te
ll

 a
 s

to
ry

 t
h

e
m

se
lv

e
s,

 
jo

in
in

g
 in

 w
it

h
 a

 s
o

n
g

, a
 

d
ra

m
a 

o
r 

a 
p

ic
tu

re
-b

o
o

k
 

m
ak

in
g

 a
ct

iv
it

y 


 

S
u

g
g

e
st

 t
h

e
 ‘h

id
d

e
n

 
m

e
an

in
g

s’
 in

 s
to

ri
e

s 
Je

su
s 

to
ld

 


 

A
sk

 q
u

e
st

io
n

s 
ab

o
u

t 
Je

su
s’

 
‘s

p
e

ci
al

 p
o

w
e

rs
’ 


 

R
e

sp
o

n
d

 t
o

 t
h

e
 C

h
ri

st
ia

n
 

b
e

li
e

f 
th

at
 J

e
su

s 
w

as
 G

o
d

 
co

m
e

 t
o

 e
ar

th
 w

it
h

 a
 

q
u

e
st

io
n

 o
r 

id
e

a 
o

f 
th

e
ir

 
o

w
n

  


 

G
iv

e
 a

n
 e

x
am

p
le

 o
f 

a 
b

el
ie

f 
ab

o
u

t 
Je

su
s 


 

Fi
n

d
 o

u
t 

m
o

re
 a

b
o

u
t 

Je
su

s,
 

in
fe

rr
in

g
 a

 s
im

p
le

 id
e

a 
fr

o
m

 
a 

st
o

ry
. 

 

 



3
2

 
  

 
In

te
n

ti
o

n
s:

 W
h

at
 d

o
 w

e
 

w
an

t 
p

u
p

ils
 t

o
 le

ar
n

? 
Im

p
le

m
e

n
ta

ti
o

n
: W

h
at

 k
in

d
 o

f 
ac

ti
vi

ti
e

s 
w

il
l e

n
ab

le
 le

ar
n

e
rs

 
to

 a
ch

ie
ve

? 
Im

p
ac

t:
 W

h
at

 o
u

tc
o

m
e

s 
w

ill
 

p
u

p
il

s 
ac

h
ie

ve
? 

Y
e

ar
 1

  
U

n
it

 N
u

m
b

e
r 

1.
4

 
T

h
e

m
e

 S
ym

b
o

ls
 in

 
re

li
g

io
u

s 
w

o
rs

h
ip

 a
n

d
 

p
ra

ct
ic

e
 

 E
n

q
u

ir
y 

Q
u

e
st

io
n

 
 In

 w
h

at
 w

ay
s 

ar
e

 
ch

u
rc

h
e

s 
/ 

sy
n

ag
o

g
u

e
s 

im
p

o
rt

an
t 

to
 

b
e

li
e

ve
rs

? 
 R

e
li

g
io

n
s:

 
C

h
ri

st
ia

n
s 

an
d

 J
e

w
is

h
 

p
e

o
p

le
  

K
n

o
w

le
d

g
e

: 
P

u
p

ils
 w

ill
 le

ar
n

 f
ro

m
 

vi
si

ti
n

g
 a

n
d

 s
tu

d
yi

n
g

 
ch

u
rc

h
es

 a
n

d
 s

yn
ag

o
g

u
e

s 
ab

o
u

t 
th

e
 u

se
 o

f 
a 

p
la

ce
 

o
f 

w
o

rs
h

ip
. T

h
e

y 
w

ill
 

kn
o

w
 a

b
o

u
t 

w
o

rs
h

ip
 a

t 
ae

 
ch

u
rc

h
 a

n
d

 a
 s

yn
ag

o
g

u
e

, 
in

cl
u

d
in

g
 t

h
e

 s
ym

b
o

ls
, 

ar
te

fa
ct

s,
 m

u
si

c,
 h

o
ly

 
b

o
o

ks
 a

n
d

 o
th

e
r 

th
in

g
s 

th
at

 h
ap

p
en

 t
h

e
re

. T
h

e
y 

w
ill

 le
ar

n
 a

b
o

u
t 

w
e

d
d

in
g

s 
in

 J
e

w
is

h
 a

n
d

 C
h

ri
st

ia
n

 
h

o
ly

 b
u

ild
in

g
s.

 
  S

k
il

ls
: 

P
u

p
ils

 w
ill

 u
se

 a
n

d
 

d
e

ve
lo

p
 t

h
e

ir
 o

b
se

rv
at

io
n

 
an

d
 t

h
in

ki
n

g
 s

ki
lls

, a
p

p
lie

d
 

to
 h

o
ly

 b
u

ild
in

g
s.

 O
th

e
r 

h
o

ly
 b

u
ild

in
g

s 
– 

m
o

sq
u

e
 

o
r 

m
an

d
ir

 –
 c

an
 b

e
 

co
n

si
d

e
re

d
 t

o
o

. 
 K

e
y 

co
n

ce
p

ts
 a

n
d

 w
o

rd
s 

R
e

lig
io

n
, C

h
ri

st
ia

n
, 

Je
w

is
h

, s
yn

ag
o

g
u

e
, 

ch
u

rc
h

, s
ym

b
o

l, 
ar

k,
 

T
o

ra
h

, b
im

ah
, c

h
u

rc
h

, 
al

ta
r,

 f
o

n
t,

 B
ib

le
, w

o
rs

h
ip

, 
h

o
lin

e
ss

, s
ac

re
d

, G
o

d
. 

P
u

p
ils

: 


 

le
ar

n
 f

ro
m

 v
is

it
in

g
 s

ac
re

d
 p

la
ce

s.
 L

in
ki

n
g

 t
o

 E
n

g
lis

h
 a

n
d

 
co

m
p

u
ti

n
g

, p
u

p
ils

 r
e

co
u

n
t 

a 
vi

si
t 

to
 a

 lo
ca

l c
h

u
rc

h
 a

n
d

 a
 

sy
n

ag
o

g
u

e
 u

si
n

g
 d

ig
it

al
 p

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
s.

 T
h

e
y 

fi
n

d
 o

u
t 

ab
o

u
t 

th
e

 s
ym

b
o

ls
 a

n
d

 a
rt

ef
ac

ts
 t

h
at

 t
h

e
y 

sa
w

 t
h

e
re

 a
n

d
 

su
g

g
e

st
 m

e
an

in
g

s 
fo

r 
th

e
m

. (
A

1)
; 


 

le
ar

n
 a

b
o

u
t 

an
d

 r
e

m
e

m
b

e
r 

w
h

at
 h

ap
p

e
n

s 
at

 a
 c

h
u

rc
h

 o
r 

a 
sy

n
ag

o
g

u
e

, i
n

cl
u

d
in

g
 s

p
e

ci
al

 e
ve

n
ts

 s
u

ch
 a

s 
w

e
d

d
in

g
s 

(A
1)

; 


 

d
is

cu
ss

 r
e

as
o

n
s 

w
h

y 
so

m
e

 p
e

o
p

le
 g

o
 t

o
 s

yn
ag

o
g

u
e

s 
o

r 
ch

u
rc

h
es

 o
ft

en
, b

u
t 

o
th

e
r 

p
e

o
p

le
 n

e
ve

r 
g

o
 t

o
 h

o
ly

 
b

u
ild

in
g

s.
 (

B
1)

;  


 

ch
o

o
se

 t
o

 f
in

d
 o

u
t 

ab
o

u
t 

th
e

 s
ym

b
o

ls
 o

f 
tw

o
 d

if
fe

re
n

t 
co

m
m

u
n

it
ie

s,
 lo

o
ki

n
g

 f
o

r 
si

m
ila

ri
ti

e
s 

b
e

tw
e

en
 t

h
e

 w
ay

s 
th

ey
 u

se
 c

o
m

m
o

n
 s

ym
b

o
ls

 s
u

ch
 a

s 
lig

h
t,

 w
at

e
r.

 (
A

3)
;  


 

u
se

 a
 s

e
t 

o
f 

p
h

o
to

s 
an

d
 a

 li
st

 o
f 

re
lig

io
u

s 
it

e
m

s 
th

e
y 

h
av

e
 

e
n
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u

n
te

re
d

 in
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e
y 

St
ag

e
 1
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E

 t
o

 s
o

rt
 a

n
d

 o
rd

e
r,

 s
ay

in
g

 
w

h
ic

h
 it

em
s 

ar
e

 c
o

n
n

ec
te

d
 t

o
 a

 p
ar

ti
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la
r 
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io
n

 a
n

d
 

w
h
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h

 a
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 c
o

n
n

e
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e
d
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o
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h
an

 o
n

e
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e
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io
n

. G
o

o
d

 
e

xa
m

p
le

s 
fr

o
m
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u

d
ai

sm
 m

ig
h

t 
in

cl
u

d
e

 J
e

w
is

h
 a

rt
e
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ct

s 
- 

T
o

ra
h

, y
ad

, h
e

ad
 c

o
ve

ri
n

g
 (

K
ip

p
ah

),
 H

an
u

ki
ah

, C
h

al
la

h
 

b
re

ad
, m

e
zu

za
h

, a
 p

ra
ye

r 
sh

aw
l (

ta
lli

t)
 a

n
d

 p
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

s 
fr

o
m

 a
 lo

ca
l s

yn
ag

o
g

u
e
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
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g
n
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e
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h
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m

e
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e
o

p
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 p
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r 
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e
 s
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u
t 
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o
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g
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.g
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p
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h
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e
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u
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w

h
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h
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p
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 c
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n
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ra
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
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b
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h
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p
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 b
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b
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
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 c
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p
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
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. b
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h
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
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p
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p
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n
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e
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 W
h
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p
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p
le

 in
sp

ir
in

g
 t

o
 

o
th

e
rs

? 
 M

o
se

s 
an
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S
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P
e
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e
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g
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n

s:
 

C
h

ri
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ia
n
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an
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e
w
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p
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o

p
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e
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g
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w
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m
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 c
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b

e
 c
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n
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d

er
e

d
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  K
e

y 
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n
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p
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n

d
 

w
o
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s 

R
e
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io

n
, C

h
ri

st
ia

n
, 

Je
w

is
h

, T
o

ra
h

, B
ib

le
, 

w
is

e
 s

ay
in

g
s,
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u

le
s 
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r 
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g
, c
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p
e
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n
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u
p
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n

 s
o

m
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o
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M
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h
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 b
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h
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b
u
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e
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h
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 p
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g
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u
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h
e
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n
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g

u
e
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h
e

 p
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n

g
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e
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d
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e
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h
e
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C

o
m

m
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d
m

e
n
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h
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n

d
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u
t 
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o

u
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M
o
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s 
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g
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e
r 

fo
r 
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w
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h

 
p

e
o

p
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T

h
e

y 
w
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n
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o

m
e

 s
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ri
e

s 
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o
u

t 
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s 
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n
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P
e
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.g
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e
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s 
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w
 

h
im
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e
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r 

re
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g
n
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e

s 
Je

su
s 
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e
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e
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h
, J

e
su

s 
w
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h

e
s 

P
e

te
r’

s 
fe

e
t,

 P
e

te
r 

d
en

ie
s 

Je
su

s,
 P

e
te

r 
b

ec
o

m
es

 t
h

e
 f

ir
st

 
le

ad
e

r 
o

f 
th

e
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h
ri

st
ia

n
s)

. T
h

e
y 

w
ill

 f
in

d
 o

u
t 

ab
o

u
t 

S
ai

n
t 

P
et

e
r 

as
 a

 C
h

ri
st

ia
n

 le
ad

e
r 

T
h

e
y 

w
ill

 c
o

n
si

d
e

r 
w

h
at

 m
ak

e
s 

a 
le

ad
e

r:
 t

h
e

ir
 b

e
h

av
io

u
r,

 
e

xa
m

p
le

s 
o

f 
th

e
ir

 w
is

d
o

m
 a

n
d

 
ru

le
s 

fo
r 

liv
in

g
 h

ar
m

o
n

io
u

sl
y;

 
th

e
 d

if
fe

re
n

ce
 t

h
ey

 h
av

e
 

m
ad

e
.  

A
 n

o
n

 -r
e

lig
io

u
s 

le
ad

e
r 

m
ak

e
s 

a 
g

o
o

d
 p

o
in

t 
o

f 
co

m
p

ar
is

o
n

. 
S

k
il

ls
: 

T
h

in
ki

n
g

 a
n

d
 d

is
cu

ss
io

n
 s

ki
lls

, 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n
 g

at
h

e
ri

n
g

 s
ki

lls
. 

P
u

p
ils

: 


 

re
te

ll
 s

to
ri

e
s 

o
f 

ke
y 

le
ad

e
rs

 f
ro

m
 C

h
ri

st
ia

n
it

y 
an

d
 

Ju
d

ai
sm

, f
o

r 
e

xa
m

p
le

 M
o

se
s,

 J
e

su
s 

an
d

 P
e

te
r.

 T
h

e
y 

ta
lk

 a
b

o
u

t 
h

o
w

 t
h

e
se

 le
ad

er
s 

m
ad

e
 a

 d
if

fe
re

n
ce

 a
n

d
 

h
o

w
 le

ad
e

rs
 t

o
d

ay
 m

ak
e

 a
 d

if
fe

re
n

ce
 t

o
 o

u
r 

liv
e

s.
 

(A
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
 

th
in

k
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
e 

b
eh

av
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u
r 

sh
o

w
n

 b
y 

th
e

se
 le

ad
e

rs
 

e
.g

. b
e

in
g

 k
in

d
, v

al
u

in
g

 a
n

d
 r

e
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e
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in
g

 o
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e
rs

, b
e

in
g
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u
st

w
o
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h

y,
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o
u

ra
g

e
o

u
s,

 a
n

d
 c

o
n

si
d

e
r 

q
u

e
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io
n

s 
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o
u

t 
b

e
in

g
 g

o
o

d
, k

in
d

, a
n

d
 f

o
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iv
in

g
 (

C
1)

;  


 

e
n
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u

n
te

r 
m

an
y 

e
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m
p
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s 

o
f 
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m

p
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is

e
 s

ay
in

g
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.g
. f
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m
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o
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e
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s 

o
r 

S
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n
t 

P
e
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r 
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r 
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p
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p

ri
at
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s 
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p
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r 
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g
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o
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h
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0
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o
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an
d

m
e
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).
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 f
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m

 d
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d
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k
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u
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w
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 m
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e
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s 
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n
d
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 d
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o
u

ld
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 p
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p
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o
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w
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d
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h
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A
2)

;  


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k
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n

d
 f
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d
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u

t 
h

o
w
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o
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n
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e

r 
a 

ra
n

g
e
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f 
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w
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h
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o
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o
u
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o
w

 p
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ra
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n
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u
d
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g
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w
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h
e
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w
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h
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 le
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 b
y 
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m

e
m

b
e
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n

g
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e
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n
g
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ri
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, c
e
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b
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n
g
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n

g
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r 
m
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g
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u
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u
p

ils
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h
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u
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g

 p
h

o
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g
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p
h
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o
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e
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(C
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.  


 

d
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 s
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e
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e
ra
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u
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 d
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 m
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 c
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
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b
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 p
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, c
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 m
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h
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
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b
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P
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n
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 p
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b
el

o
n

g
? 

 R
e

li
g

io
n

s:
 

Je
w

is
h

 p
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 p
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b
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in

g
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d
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 c
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R
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 c
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 S
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il
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P

u
p

ils
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n
d

 d
e
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p
 

sk
ill

s 
o

f 
d
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n
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o
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rv

at
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n
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n
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n
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d
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b
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h
e
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w

ill
 

u
se

 t
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e
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 f
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tu
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o
w
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g
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o
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u

g
g

e
st

 
m

e
an
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e

w
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h
 

p
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ic
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 K
e

y 
co

n
ce

p
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n

d
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o
rd
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R

e
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io
n

, J
e

w
is

h
, J

u
d

ai
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, 
sy

n
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o
g

u
e

, s
ym

b
o

l, 
ar

k,
 

T
o

ra
h

, b
im
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, s

h
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b
at
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cr

e
at

io
n

 s
to

ry
, w

o
rs

h
ip

, 
h

o
lin

e
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re
d
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P
u

p
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: 


 

le
ar

n
 t

h
e

se
 w

o
rd

s,
 w

h
ic

h
 J

e
w

is
h

 p
e

o
p

le
 u

se
 t

o
 s

p
e

ak
 

o
f 

G
o

d
: A

lm
ig

h
ty

 / 
E

te
rn

al
 / 

th
e

 G
-d

 o
f 

A
b

ra
h
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, I

sa
ac

 
an

d
 J

ac
o

b
. [

N
B

: J
e

w
is

h
 p

e
o

p
le

 o
ft

e
n

 w
ri

te
 ‘G

-d
’ t

o
 

av
o

id
 a

n
y 

d
is

re
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e
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 t
o

 t
h

e
 A

lm
ig

h
ty
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 N

o
te

 t
h

at
 

Je
w

is
h

 p
e

o
p

le
 s

ay
 G

-d
 is

 in
vi

si
b

le
, a

n
d

 t
h

e
y 

m
ak

e
 n

o
 

p
ic

tu
re

s 
o

f 
G

-d
 (

A
1)

 


 

re
te

ll
 t

h
e

 J
e

w
is

h
 s

to
ry

 o
f 

G
o

d
’s

 c
re

at
io

n
 o

f 
th

e
 E

ar
th

 
fr

o
m

 G
e

n
e

si
s 

1,
 c

o
n

si
d

e
ri

n
g

 w
ay

s 
in

 w
h

ic
h

 p
e

o
p

le
 

ca
re

 f
o

r 
th

e
 e

ar
th

 a
n

d
 m

ak
in

g
 li

n
ks

 w
it

h
 t

h
e

 
E

n
vi

ro
n

m
en

t 
an

d
 S

ci
e

n
ce

 (
C

3)
. 


 

e
x

p
lo

re
 h

o
w

 d
if

fe
re

n
t 

p
e

o
p

le
, i

n
cl

u
d

in
g

 J
e

w
is

h
 

p
e

o
p

le
, h

av
e

 e
xp

re
ss

e
d

 t
h

ei
r 

id
e
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 a

b
o

u
t 

G
o

d
 a

n
d

 
th

in
k

 a
n

d
 t

al
k

 a
b

o
u

t 
th

e
ir

 o
w

n
 id

e
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 a
b

o
u

t 
G

o
d

, 
lin

ki
n

g
 t

o
 e

n
q

u
ir

y 
m

e
th

o
d

s 
fr

o
m

 P
h

ilo
so

p
h

y 
fo

r 
C

h
ild
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n

 (
C

3)
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
 

e
x

p
lo

re
 t

h
e 

w
ay

s 
o

f 
b

e
lo

n
g

in
g

 a
n

d
 b

e
lie
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f 
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w
is

h
 

p
e

o
p

le
, f

o
r 

e
xa

m
p

le
 t

h
ro

u
g

h
 t

h
e
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e

w
is

h
 c

e
le

b
ra
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o

n
 

o
f 

S
h

ab
b

at
, n

o
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ci
n

g
 li

n
ks

 t
o

 t
h

e
 c

re
at

io
n

 s
to

ry
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ro

u
g

h
 t

h
e

 7
th

 d
ay

 o
f 
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A

1)
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
 

w
o

rk
 in

d
iv

id
u

al
ly

 u
si

n
g

 im
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e
s 

an
d

 / 
o

r 
sy

m
b

o
ls

 t
o

 
e

x
p
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ss

 t
h

e
ir
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ie

w
s 
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o

u
t 

G
o

d
 o

r 
in

 g
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u
p
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 u
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n

g
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m
u
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c 
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d

 p
o
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o
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x

p
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 c
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at

iv
e
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 d
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n

t 
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e
w

p
o
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C
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
 

lin
ki

n
g
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o

 E
n

g
lis

h
, p

u
p
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se
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e
y 

w
o
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o
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e
d
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, f

e
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al
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b
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 p
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n
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e

as
 

o
r 

w
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b
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u
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e

w
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h
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e
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
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k

 q
u

e
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n
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o
u

t 
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 d
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re
n

t 
w
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s 
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f 
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e
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o
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G
-d
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o
g

n
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g
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h
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h
e 
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o
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G

o
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p
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d
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n

t 
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e
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 m
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o
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e
a 
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u
t 

o
f 

h
u

g
e
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p

o
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 t
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 m
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p
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o

p
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d
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g
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e
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o

p
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M
o
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u
p

ils
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 b

e
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b
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
 

R
e
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 b
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
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
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
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
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b
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p
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P

u
p
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o
u
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b

e
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h
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h
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y 
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o
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u
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o
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b
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n
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g
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h
ri
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n
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e

.g
. C

h
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h
e
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o
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u
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o
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e
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h
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 y
o

u
 

w
o

u
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h
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d
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n
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h

u
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y.
 

 S
k
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u
p
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n
d
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n
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n
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g
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n
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n
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b
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n

g
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h
e
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w
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u
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h

e
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o
w
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d

g
e
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u

g
g
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w

h
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e
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n
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w

ay
s.

 
 K

e
y 
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n
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n
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o
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s 

R
e
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n
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h
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ia

n
, c

h
u
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h
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m
b

o
l, 

B
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le
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o
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en
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u
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d
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 t
o
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e
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s 
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u

 
w

o
u
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h
e

m
 t
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 d

o
 t

o
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u
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, b

e
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n
g
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g
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o
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h
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h
o
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e
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re
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P
u
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
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n
 t

h
at
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e
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g
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ar
t 

o
f 
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e
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h

ri
st
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n

 r
e
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n
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u

d
e
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m
e
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b
o
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n
d
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u
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s 
o
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b

e
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n
g
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g
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o
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a 

b
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(C

h
ri

st
e

n
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g
) 

o
r 
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r 

a 
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u
n

g
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d
u

lt
 (

e
.g

. B
e

lie
ve

r’
s 

B
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ti
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A
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
 

le
ar

n
 t

h
at

 t
h

e
 s

to
ry

 o
f 

Je
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s 
g

e
tt

in
g

 b
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se

d
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h

e
 r
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e

r 
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rd
an
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n
 im

p
o
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t 
st

o
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f 

C
h

ri
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n

s 
an

d
 c
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ri

e
s 
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m

e
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g
e
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o
u

t 
b

e
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n
g

in
g
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
 

lin
ki

n
g

 t
o
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S

H
E
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n

d
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u
p
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e
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s 
o

f 
th

e
 d

if
fe

re
n

t 
g
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u

p
s 
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h
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h
 t

h
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 b
e
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n

g
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n
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o

o
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h
e
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m
m

u
n

it
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n

d
 c

o
n
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d

e
r 
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e
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s 
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e
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 c
o

n
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u
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o
 

h
u

m
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p
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e
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h

y 
d

o
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 b
e
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n

g
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g
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n
d
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o

w
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n

 w
e

 b
e
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o

o
d
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e

m
b

e
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f 

d
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n
t 

g
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u
p
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B
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
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n
 t

h
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 t
h

e
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ve

r 
4

0
0

 c
h

u
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h
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 in
 

N
o
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g
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e
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n

d
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n

e
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o
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n

 m
o
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n
d
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k
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b

o
u

t 
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e
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u
e
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n
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h
o

 b
e
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n

g
s 

h
e
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D
o

e
s 
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e

 
b

u
ild
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g

 b
e
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n

g
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o
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o
d
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2)
 


 

e
x

p
re
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 c

re
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e
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e
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n
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, p
o

et
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r 

d
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m
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h

e
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o

w
n
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e
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b
o

u
t 
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e
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u
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o
n
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h
o
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m
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h
e
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 d

o
 I 

b
e
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n

g
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
 

e
x

p
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s 
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h
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h
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h
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n
s 

b
e
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n

g
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o
r 

e
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m
p
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C
h
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g
s 
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d
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e
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h

o
w
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g
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h
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th

e
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e
 im

p
o
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o

m
e

 C
h
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n
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d
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g
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h
e
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o
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 d

e
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b

e
d
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h
e
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o
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e
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
 

lin
ki

n
g

 t
o
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n

g
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h
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n
d

 P
S

H
E
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u

p
ils

 c
o

u
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 p
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m
e
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b

o
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ve

 t
e
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e

s 
an

d
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k
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b

o
u
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h

o
w
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h

e
 g
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e
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p

u
t 
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e

 t
e
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h
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g

 o
f 
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e
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o

ld
e

n
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u
le

’ i
n
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n
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C
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
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b

o
u
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e
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n

o
n
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e
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u
s 

p
e

o
p
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w

 t
h

e
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o
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e
n
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u

le
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e
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o
w
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u
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h
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 b
e
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e
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e
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n
d
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n
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Key Stage 2 RE 
 

The Focus of RE for KS2 enables pupils to extend their knowledge and understanding of religions 
and worldviews3, recognising their local, national and global contexts. They should be introduced 
to an extended range of sources and subject specific vocabulary. They should be encouraged to 
be curious and to ask increasingly challenging questions about religion, belief, values and human 
life. Pupils should learn to express their own ideas thoughtfully and creatively in response to the 
material they engage with, identifying relevant information, selecting examples and giving reasons 
to support their ideas and views. 
 

The aim of RE is expressed in age appropriate outcomes for most pupils at age 11 
 

Specifically, pupils should be taught to: 
 

Know about and 
understand religions and 
worldviews 

Express ideas and insights 
into the significance of 
religion and worldviews 

Gain and deploy skills for 
engaging with religions 
and worldviews 

A1. Describe and make 
connections between different 
features of the religions and 
worldviews they study, 
discovering more about 
celebrations, worship, 
pilgrimages and the rituals 
which mark important points in 
life in order to reflect 
thoughtfully on their ideas; 

B1. Observe and understand 
varied examples of religions 
and worldviews so that they 
can explain, with reasons, their 
meanings and significance to 
individuals and communities; 

C1. Discuss and present 
thoughtfully their own and 
others’ views on challenging 
questions about belonging, 
meaning, purpose and truth, 
applying ideas of their own 
thoughtfully in different forms 
including (e.g.) reasoning, 
music, art and poetry; 

A2. Describe and understand 
links between stories and other 
aspects of the communities 
they are investigating, 
responding thoughtfully to a 
range of sources of wisdom 
and to beliefs and teachings 
that arise from them in 
different communities; 

B2. Understand the challenges 
of commitment to a community 
of faith or belief, suggesting 
why belonging to a community 
may be valuable, both in the 
diverse communities being 
studied and in their own lives; 

C2. Consider and apply ideas 
about ways in which diverse 
communities can live together 
for the wellbeing of all, 
responding thoughtfully to 
ideas about community, values 
and respect; 

A3. Explore and describe a 
range of beliefs, symbols and 
actions so that they can 
understand different ways of 
life and ways of expressing 
meaning. 

B3. Observe and consider 
different dimensions of 
religion, so that they can 
explore and show 
understanding of similarities 
and differences between 
different religions and 
worldviews. 

C3. Discuss and apply their own 
and others’ ideas about ethical 
questions, including ideas 
about what is right and wrong 
and what is just and fair, and 
express their own ideas clearly 
in response. 

                                                           
3 Breadth: in line with the law and the statement about breadth of learning on page 5 above, best practice will enable pupils 
to learn from Christianity and at least two other examples of a religion or worldview through Key Stage Two. 
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Programme of study for 7-11s 
 

Using the programme of study for key stage 2: 
 Flexible planning: The programme of study on the following pages is the 

recommended way of achieving the required outcomes, but schools may plan other 
programs of study to achieve this if they wish.  

 Planning for progression: the order of teaching here is recommended to enable 
continuity and progression in learning, but again teachers could plan this differently 
to meet learning needs in their own schools.  

 Example: learning from festivals. It is possible to use significant materials from a 
religion more than once in a ‘spiral curriculum’ where the challenge is planned to 
increase – e.g. through the years of learning from Divali, Christmas and Easter. 

 Which religions? Content selection for breadth and depth: schools are required to 
plan for pupils to learn in depth about Christian, Muslim and Hindu people in Key 
Stage 2. Many schools will choose to go beyond this minimum requirement. 

 Discovery and learning in RE: Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire RE is a 
discovery process, in which learners find out for themselves. In key stage 2 this 
involves raising questions and exploring a range of answers, and beginning to plan 
investigations for themselves 

 Themes and concepts: The themes and concepts of RE are woven together into 
plans that enable pupils to investigate religions and worldviews for themselves, with 
the guidance of their teachers. 

 Strategies for thinking skills: Philosophy for Children / P4C RE needs good thinking 
skills approaches to learning. Teachers are encouraged to make appropriate use of 
the methods of the community of enquiry and of philosophy for children in their RE 
work. Many RE topics will be energised by the use of stimulating religious material 
such as film, text, poetry, prayer or art in the community of enquiry approach. 

 Festivals and the school year: it is good practice, where possible, to link teaching 
and learning opportunities to the occurrence of major festivals such as Divali, Eid Al 
Fitr, Pesach, Christmas or Easter to times of the year when the celebrations will be 
visible. RE does not have to be taught only in 10 lesson blocks, and making the most 
of festivities for learning is potentially good for RE. 

 Mixed age classes: teachers are encouraged to make flexible planning 
arrangements for mixed age classes, ensuring entitlements are met without 
worrying about whether a class had learned ‘in the right order’. There is not a single 
‘right order’ for the teaching units. 

 
Please note: These Programmes of Study are supposed to help the teacher but are not 
prescriptive. They can be adapted to suit the needs of your school and pupils, reflecting 
their needs and backgrounds. 
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j f
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’ f
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, d
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r m
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 p
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 c
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 c
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 c
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, f
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itu
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f p
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 b
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 c
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l p
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 p
eo

pl
e 

w
ho

 a
re

 s
pi

rit
ua

l, 
bu

t n
ot

 re
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 p
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 p
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r d
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 p
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t d
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 d
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t p
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 p
ra
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 c
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 b
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 re
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ra
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 C
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 d
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 o
f t

he
 

pr
es

en
ce

 o
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 d

o 
Ch

ris
tia

ns
 u

se
 te

xt
s 

fr
om

 th
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l m
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 c
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r c
lo

se
 to

 G
od

. T
he

y 
co

ns
id

er
 th

ou
gh

tf
ul

ly
 is

su
es

 a
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 d
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 d
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Programme of study for Key Stage 3 RE 
 

Students should extend and deepen their knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and 
worldviews4, recognising their local, national and global context. Building on their prior learning, they 
learn to appreciate religions and worldviews in systematic ways. They should draw on a wide range of 
subject specific language confidently and flexibly, learning to use the concepts of religious study to 
describe the nature of religion (e.g. thinking about philosophy of religion, sociology of religion or 
psychology of religion as well as textual and historical study). They should understand how beliefs 
influence the values and lives of individuals and groups, and how religions and worldviews have an 
impact on wider current affairs. They should be able to appraise the practices and beliefs they study 
with increasing discernment based on interpretation, evaluation and analysis, developing their 
capacity to articulate well-reasoned positions.  
 

The aim of RE is expressed in age appropriate outcomes for most 14 year olds. 
 

Specifically students should be taught to: 
 

Know about and understand 
religions and worldviews 

Express ideas and insights 
into religions and 
worldviews 

Gain and deploy the skills 
needed to study religions 
and worldviews seriously 

A1. Explain and interpret ways that 
the history and culture of religions 
and worldviews influence 
individuals and communities, 
including a wide range of beliefs 
and practices in order to appraise 
reasons why some people support 
and others question these 
influences; 

B1. Explain the religions and 
worldviews which they encounter 
clearly, reasonably and coherently; 
evaluate them, drawing on a range 
of introductory level approaches 
recognised in the study of religion 
or theology; 

C1. Explore some of the ultimate 
questions that are raised by 
human life in ways that are well-
informed and which invite 
reasoned personal responses, 
expressing insights that draw on a 
wide range of examples including 
the arts, media and philosophy; 

A2. Explain and interpret a range 
of beliefs, teachings and sources 
of wisdom and authority in order 
to understand religions and 
worldviews as coherent systems 
or ways of seeing the world; 

B2. Observe and interpret a wide 
range of ways in which 
commitment and identity are 
expressed. They develop insightful 
evaluation and analysis of 
controversies about commitment 
to religions and worldviews, 
accounting for the impact of 
diversity within and between 
communities; 

C2. Examine and evaluate issues 
about community cohesion and 
respect for all in the light of 
different perspectives from varied 
religions and worldviews; 

A3. Explain how and why 
individuals and communities 
express the meanings of their 
beliefs and values in many 
different forms and ways of living, 
enquiring into the variety, 
differences and relationships that 
exist within and between them. 

B3. Consider and evaluate the 
question: what is religion? Analyse 
the nature of religion using the 
main disciplines by which religion 
is studied. 

C3. Explore and express insights 
into significant moral and ethical 
questions posed by being human 
in ways that are well-informed and 
which invite personal response, 
using reasoning which may draw 
on a range of examples from real 
life, fiction or other forms of 
media. 

 

                                                           
4 Breadth: in line with the law and the statement about breadth of learning on page 5 above, best practice will enable pupils 
to learn from Christianity and at least three other examples of a religion or worldview through Key stage Three. 
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RE for learners aged 14-19. Key Stage 4 and 5 

All students6 should extend and deepen their knowledge and understanding of religions and 
worldviews, explaining local, national and global contexts. Building on their prior learning, they 
appreciate and appraise the nature of different religions and worldviews in systematic ways. They 
should use a wide range of concepts in the field of Religious Studies confidently and flexibly to 
contextualise and analyse the expressions of religions and worldviews they encounter. They 
should be able to research and investigate the influence and impact of religions and worldviews 
on the values and lives of both individuals and groups, evaluating their impact on current affairs. 
They should be able to appreciate and appraise the beliefs and practices of different religions 
and worldviews with an increasing level of discernment based on interpretation, evaluation and 
analysis, developing and articulating well-reasoned positions. They should be able to use 
different disciplines of religious study to analyse the nature of religion. 
 

Specifically students should be taught to: 
 

 Investigate and analyse the beliefs and practices of religions and worldviews using a range of 
arguments and evidence to evaluate issues and draw balanced conclusions; 

 Synthesise their own and others’ ideas and arguments about sources of wisdom and authority 
using coherent reasoning, making clear and appropriate references to their historical, cultural 
and social contexts; 

 Develop coherent and well -informed analysis of diversity in the forms of expression and ways 
of life found in different religions and worldviews;  

 Use, independently, different disciplines and methods by which religions and worldviews are 
to analyse their influence on individuals and societies;  

 Account for varied interpretations of commitment to religions and worldviews and for 
responses to profound questions about the expression of identity, diversity, meaning and 
value; 

 Argue for and justify their own positions with regard to key questions about the nature of 
religion, providing a detailed evaluation of the perspectives of others; 

 Enquire into and develop insightful evaluations of ultimate questions about the purposes and 
commitments of human life, especially as expressed in the arts, media and philosophy;   

 Use a range of research methods to examine and critically evaluate varied perspectives and 
approaches to issues of community cohesion, respect for all and mutual understanding, 
locally, nationally and globally;  

 Research and skillfully present a wide range of well-informed and reasonable arguments 
which engage profoundly with moral, religious and spiritual issues. 

 

GCSE Religious Studies qualifications are an excellent platform for 14-16 RE in Nottingham City and 
Nottinghamshire. Schools are strongly encouraged to use the national qualifications for many, 
most or all of their students. All students are entitled to a course of study through which their 
learning can be accredited. 

                                                           
6 All state funded schools must teach RE to all students on school rolls, including all those in 14-19 education (unless 
withdrawn by their parents). It is important that teaching enables suitable progression from the end of Key Stage 3, in varied 
ways that meet the learning needs of all students. All students can reasonably expect their learning will be accredited. These 
modes of accreditation include nationally accredited courses in RE such as GCSE and A level RS, and a wide range of 
enrichment courses and opportunities. Good practice examples include many schools where all students take GCSE RS 
courses at 16. 
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What opportunities are provided for pupils with Special Needs and Disabilities in RE? 
 

The Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire SACREs vision is of RE for all. Every pupil can achieve and benefit 
from their RE, including all pupils with SEND 
 

RE is a statutory part of the core curriculum for all pupils, including those with learning difficulties. Pupils 
with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) are found in all contexts and all teachers are 
teachers of SEND pupils. Good quality teaching in RE will tailor the planning of the syllabus carefully to the 
special needs of all pupils. The law says that the Agreed Syllabus is to be taught to SEND pupils ‘as far as it is 
practicable.’ 
 

RE provision for different groups of pupils will vary but all pupils are included. 
 

 

•Good RE begins from the unique individuality where pupils are, and 
provides rich experiences of religion and spirituality.

•Calm and peaceful space in RE can enable learners to enjoy their RE 
time individually.

•RE can enable pupils with the most complex of needs to develop 
awareness of themselves, their feelings,  their emotions and their 
senses.

For pupils with 
complex learning 

difficulties and 
disabilities (CLDD)

• Multi sensory approaches bring the possibility of introducing 
spiritual experiences. 

• RE makes a contribution to pupils' social development through 
story, music, shared experience  and ritual.

• RE can enable pupils to develop their relationships with other 
people  and their understanding of other peoples' needs.

For pupils with 
severe learning 
difficulties (SLD)

• RE can provide insight into the world of religion and human 
experience, especially when tough questions are opened up.

• RE can provide for pupils to participate in spiritual or 
reflective activity

• RE can enable  pupils to make links with their own lives.

For pupils with 
moderate learning 
difficulties (MLD)

• RE can enable pupils to address deep issues of concern in 
helpful ways through exploring spiritual material.

• RE lessons can explore, in the safe space schools should 
provide, complex emotion or thoughts.

• RE can assist in the development of pupils' maturity.

For pupils with 
emotional and 

behavioural 
difficulties (EBD)
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The achievements and learning of pupils with special educational needs can be measured and credited 
using the Performance Descriptions for RE (‘P’ Scales). These provide teachers with an indicator for 
progress within RE.  
 
Teachers who work with children working in the range P1-P3 will find some published guidance (e.g. Routes 
for Learning or Quest for Learning or EQUALS units) may help them to implement the syllabus practically 
and record the progress a pupil has made through the earliest stages of development. 
 
Teachers who work with children working in the range P4-P8 may also find published schemes which 
support the delivery of the RE Syllabus for their pupils. 
 
For the small number of pupils who may need the provision, material may be selected from earlier or later 
key stages, where this is necessary, to enable individual pupils to progress and achieve. Such material 
should be presented in contexts suitable to the pupil’s age. In making decisions about adjusting the content 
of the key stage, teachers should take into account the previous experience of the pupil as well as the 
necessity to communicate a specific differentiated approach to entitlement to subsequent teachers. 
 
The Performance Descriptions (“P” Scales) for use in Special Schools and Designated Special Provision 
Units (DSPs) can be found on the DfE website. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/p-scales-
attainment-targets-for-pupils-with-sen If this guidance is updated during the lifetime of the syllabus then 
SACRE expect to prepare new guidance. 
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Attainment in RE 
Pupils should be taught an increasing knowledge and understanding of religions and 
worldviews. They should learn to express and communicate ideas and insights about the 
nature, significance and impact of religions and worldviews. They should gain and deploy the 
skills needed to engage seriously with religions and worldviews. 

 

• Describe, explain and analyse beliefs and practices, 
recognising the diversity which exists within and 
between communities; 

• Identify, investigate and respond to questions posed 
by, and responses offered by some of the sources of 
wisdom found in religions and worldviews;

• Appreciate and appraise the nature, significance and 
impact of different ways of life and ways of expressing 
meaning. 

Knowledge and 
understanding of 

religions and 
worldviews

• Explain reasonably their ideas about how beliefs, 
practices and forms of expression influence 
individuals and communities;

• Express with increasing discernment their personal 
reflections and critical responses to questions and 
teachings about identity, diversity, meaning and value. 

• Appreciate and appraise varied dimensions of religion

Expression and 
communication of 
ideas and insights 
about the nature, 
significance and 

impact of religions 
and worldviews

• Find out about and investigate key concepts and 
questions of belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, 
responding creatively;

• Enquire into what enables different communities to 
live together respectfully for the wellbeing of all;

• Articulate beliefs, values and commitments clearly in 
order to explain reasons why they may be important 
in their own and other people’s lives

Gain and deploy 
the skills needed 

to engage 
seriously with 
religions and 
worldviews
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Expectations, Progression and Achievement in Religious Education 
Good assessment practice 
 

In RE, by the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, 
skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study, as in all subjects of the curriculum. 
The expectation is that pupils’ achievements will be weighed up by teachers using criteria arising from 
the programs of study. This statement is also included in the programs of study for each subject of the 
National Curriculum.  
 

Schools have a curriculum and assessment framework that meets the set of core principles offered by 
the DfE. Subject leaders for RE should also plan particular ways of describing achievement and 
progress for all pupils.  
 

The core principles are that assessment should:  
 set out steps so that pupils reach or exceed the end of key stage expectations in the new RE 

curriculum;  
 enable teachers to measure whether pupils are on track to meet end of key stage expectations;  
 enable teachers to pinpoint the aspects of the curriculum in which pupils are falling behind, and 

recognise exceptional performance;  
 support teachers’ planning for all pupils; and  
 enable the teacher to report regularly to parents and, where pupils move to other schools, 

providing clear information about each pupil’s strengths, weaknesses and progress towards the 
end of key stage expectations. 

 

 
Teachers’ well-being 
Teachers of religious education should also plan their workload carefully as the subject is often 
taught for a small amount of curriculum time and sometimes to many hundreds of different pupils 
per week. Senior school leaders will want to monitor the impact of agreed assessment practices 
on teachers’ professional and personal workloads and wellbeing. 
 
In the light of these DfE principles as they relate to RE, the Agreed Syllabus offers answers to 5 key 
questions, addressed in the coming pages. 
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Question 1: How can steps within an assessment framework enable pupils to reach or exceed 
the end of key stage expectations in the RE curriculum? 

 In RE, at 7, 11 and 14, pupils should show that they know, apply and understand the matters, 
skills and processes specified in the programme of study 

 

Concepts to be understood 
 The programme of study enables pupils to increase and deepen their knowledge and 

understanding of key concepts in RE. These concepts relate to the religions and worldviews 
studied. The areas of enquiry or key concepts in RE can be described like this:  

o beliefs, teachings, sources of wisdom and authority;  
o experiences and ways of living;  
o ways of expressing meaning; 
o questions of identity, diversity and belonging; 
o questions of meaning, purpose and truth; 
o questions of values and commitments. 

 

While this list of concepts bears a close relation to previous versions of RE curriculum guidance 
(e.g. the QCA National Non Statutory RE Framework of 2004, the previous Agreed Syllabus), the 
concepts are listed above to provide a checklist of areas in which pupils will make progress in RE 
and to guide syllabus makers in developing appropriate statements of attainment for different 
groups of pupils. This task will require further work and consultation in the RE community.  
 

Gaining and deploying skills 
The programmes of study also identify progression in skills across the 5-14 age range. In relation to 
the religions and worldviews they study, pupils are increasingly enabled to develop both their 
knowledge and understanding and their expression and communication through the skills which 
they gain and deploy. 
 

While the programmes of study make clear the skills which are expected of learners at the end of 
each key stage, progress towards these outcomes will need careful planning in programmes of 
study. 
 

The progression in understanding and skills that the programmes of study envisage are made 
explicit in the three summary pyramid diagrams on the next page7. These are presented for 
syllabus users to consider as they approach for themselves the tasks of describing progression in 
RE and designing instruments that will enable fair, valid and manageable assessment for learning 
in RE. The pyramids relate closely to the three areas of aims for RE which this curriculum 
framework provides.  
 

It is often good practice to look for pupils’ work to demonstrate the outcomes first in an emerging 
form, second by meeting the expectations, and then third by exceeding expectations. Teachers 
may find it helpful to express this as ‘emerging understanding, secure understanding, developed 
understanding’ as pupils move towards the outcomes. Time is needed for pupils to consolidate 
and embed their learning before moving to the next steps. 
 

A set of ‘I can…’ statements which relate to each of the steps towards the outcome is provided 
for schools to use and adapt on the Agreed Syllabus website support 

                                                           
7 An elaborated version of these summary skills pyramids, including more detail and examples, will be made available.  
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Progression steps in RE for 5-14s  
 

Knowing about and 
understanding religions and 

worldviews 

Expressing and 
communicating ideas related 
to religions and worldviews 

Gaining and deploying the 
skills for studying religions 

and worldviews 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Use varied disciplines of 
religious study to research 

ultimate questions 

Evaluate questions and 
arguments personally and 

critically

Enquire into and interpret 
ideas, sources and 

arguments 

Investigate and explain 
why religions and 

worldviews matter

Apply ideas about religions 
and worldviews 

thoughtfully

Consider and discuss 
questions, ideas and points 

of view  

Collect, use and respond to 
ideas in RE

Notice and find out about 
religions and worldviews  

Synthesise their research 
in RE using different 

disciplines

Explain ideas creatively 
and coherently, using the 

main methods of RS 

Express insights into 
questions, giving coherent 
accounts of beliefs + ideas

Explain diverse ideas and 
viewpoints clearly in 

various forms

Express ideas of their own 
thoughtfully in RE

Give thoughtful responses 
using different forms of 

expression in RE

Ask questions and give 
opinions about religions, 

beliefs and ideas

Observe , notice and 
recognise materials in RE

Analyse arguments 
cogently, justifying 

perspectives

Evaluate diverse beliefs, 
perspectives, sources of 

wisdom, ways of life

Appreciate and appraise 
different understandings of 

religion and worldviews

Explain the impact of and 
connections between ideas, 

practices, viewpoints

Understand ideas and 
practices, linking different 

viewpoints 

Describe religions and 
worldviews, connecting 

ideas

Retell stories, suggesting  
meanings for sources of 

wisdom, festivals, worship

Recall, name and talk about 
materials in RE

Steps 1-3 for most 5-7s 
Steps 2-5 for most 7-11s 
Steps 3-7 for most 11-14s 
Step 8 for higher achieving students 
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Question 2: How can teachers and schools measure whether pupils are on track to meet end of 
key stage expectations? 
 Some schools will want to develop current practice arising from our 2009 8 level scales in use 

in RE, showing smaller steps towards to the achievements expected of pupils at the end of a 
key stage; 

 Other schools and syllabus makers will find the pyramids illustrating progression above are a 
useful guide to thinking and planning comprehensively and developing pupils’ skills across the 
range of RE’s aims; 

 It is important that RE assessment addresses all that pupils gain from the subject 
appropriately. The key page of this syllabus in describing progression is page 67, where our 
statutory expected outcomes are described progressively. 

 As the new curriculum structures are put into practice, it is expected that further work on this 
area will be needed, to support teachers of RE in many settings. One thing that will make such 
work valuable will be a close connection to emerging structures for assessing other subjects, 
such as Science, History or Geography. 

 

Question 3: How can teachers of RE pinpoint aspects of the curriculum where pupils may be 
falling behind and also recognise exceptional performance? 
 Assessment for learning: syllabus makers and teachers should establish good practice in 

assessment for learning for each age group, in ways that enable pupils with SEND and gifted 
and talented pupils to show their achievements clearly, so that next steps in learning can be 
planned appropriately; 

 Differentiation: syllabus makers and teachers should plan RE in the light of the fact that some 
pupils need to work below or above their age group in order to make the best progress 
possible in the subject. 

 

Question 4: How can the descriptions of expectations for the end of each key stage in RE 
support teachers’ planning for all pupils? 
 Subject leaders and teachers in RE should plan their approach to the whole key stage with the 

learning intentions and impact outcomes for the end of the key stage in clear view; 
 Setting high expectations early in the key stage, in terms of the matters, skills and processes of 

RE is most likely to enable pupils to reach the highest possible standards for all groups of 
pupils; 

 Clear planning by syllabus makers and teachers needs to deepen knowledge and 
understanding, to enable expression and communication and to recognise the skills pupils gain 
and deploy in studying religions and worldviews. Good programs of assessment will describe 
clear steps that lead to the end of key stage achievements. 

 

Question 5: How can expectations for RE be used to report strengths and weaknesses of pupils’ 
progress to parents, and to other schools and teachers upon transfer?  
1. As with all subjects of the curriculum, parents are entitled to expect an annual report which 

clearly describes the progress and achievement of each child in relation to the programme of 
study in RE: annual progress reports should be given for the subject for every child. 

2. Good RE reporting is individual, positive, criterion referenced, accurate and diagnostic.   
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Analyse arguments 
cogently, justifying 

perspectives

Evaluate diverse 
beliefs, perspectives, 
sources of wisdom, 

ways of life

Appreciate and 
appraise different 
understandings of 

religion and worldviews

Explain the impact of 
and connections 
between ideas, 

practices, viewpoints

Understand ideas and 
practices, linking 

different viewpoints 

Describe religions and 
worldviews, connecting 

ideas

Retell stories, 
suggesting  meanings 

for sources of wisdom, 
for festivals and for 

acts of worship

Recall, name and talk 
about materials in RE

Examples: Knowing and understanding 
These examples of the knowledge and understanding 
pupils gain in RE need to be read in the light of the RE 
requirements for each key stage, and enable the planned 
progression in learning that pupils need. 
8. Pupils use methods from sociology of religion to analyse 
the ways Christian, Muslim and Sikh population patterns and 
community life are changing in 21st century Britain. They 
justify their perspectives on whether – and how - a plural 
society can be built peacefully and cohesively. 

7. Pupils weigh up debates and arguments between 
agnostics, Christians and Muslims about diverse ideas about 
God, using philosophical methods. They evaluate the 
arguments of others in relation to their own ideas and 
viewpoints, using skills of personal and critical evaluation 

6. Pupils argue for their answer to the question ‘would an 
omnipresent God need special places for people to worship?’ 
They examine the architecture of mosques, cathedrals and 
mandirs in the UK today, developing  their appreciation and 
appraisal of forms and functions of varied places of worship  
5. Pupils explain the impact that religious and/or spiritual 
experiences have had on some people from ‘eyewitness’ 
accounts. They give their reasons for accepting or rejecting 
some explanations of these events including psychological 
and theological explanations 

4. Pupils consider some different possible meanings for two 
parables of Jesus, considering a range of ideas about what 
the parables mean to Christians today. They rank the possible
interpretations, giving a reason why they consider one is a 
better interpretation than another.  

3. Pupils select their favorite 2 or 3 ‘wise sayings’ from 10 
examples drawn from different sources (Bible, Qur’an, Torah), 
and illustrate these sayings. They describe what each religion 
teaches in relation to the sayings. They describe connections 
between the sayings they have chosen, commenting on the 
idea of ‘wisdom’. 
2. Pupils enact two stories. Examples could be parts of the 
story of Holy Week and Easter, and parts of the Divali story. 
They discuss the ideas and characters, and suggest what the 
stories mean and how they connect to festivities. 

1. Pupils discover how Jewish people worship and celebrate 
Shabbat, for example, using the words synagogue, rest, 
Torah. They name the religion, and talk about what happens 
on Shabbat at home and in the Jewish community. 

Knowing about and 
understanding 
religions and 
worldviews 
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3.   

Synthesise their research in 
RE using different 

disciplines

Explain ideas creatively and 
coherently, using the main 
methods of religious study 

Express insights into 
questions, giving coherent 
accounts of beliefs + ideas

Explain diverse ideas and 
viewpoints clearly in 

various forms

Express ideas thoughtfully 
in RE

Give thoughtful responses 
using different forms of 

expression in RE

Ask questions and give 
opinions about religions, 

beliefs and ideas

Observe , notice and 
recognise materials in RE

Examples: Expressing and communicating 
These examples of the communication and expression 
pupils learn in RE need to be read in the light of the RE 
requirements for each key stage, and enable the 
planned progression in learning that pupils need. 
8. Pupils consider the questions: Is Buddhism a religion? In 
what ways is Humanism like a religion? They bring together 
research into the two questions, critically evaluating 
arguments about the nature of religions and worldviews. 
They answer for themselves: why are you religious, or not 
religious? What does ‘being religious’ mean? 
7. Pupils give coherent and thoughtful explanations of the 
thought and poetry of Primo Levi and Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
religious thinkers persecuted under Nazism. They use 
historical and theological methods to evaluate the question: 
is it possible to believe in God after the holocaust? 
6. Pupils express insights of their own in making a 
comparison of the influence of two Nobel Peace Prize 
winners. They give coherent accounts of the impact of 
ideas such as non-violence, pacifism and spiritual 
strength. They make coherent connections between the 
religious ideas and beliefs of the winners and the lives of 
these people. 
5. Pupils are given 8 quotes, four which claim religion is a 
force for good, and four which say it does more damage 
than good. They use the ideas to explain their viewpoint 
about the question ‘Is religion a force for good or not?’  
4. Pupils express thoughtful ideas about the 5 Pillars of 
Islam, applying the general concepts of devotion to 
God, service of other people and self discipline to 
Muslim practice. They give a thoughtful idea of their 
own about the value of the practices. 
 
3. Pupils discuss three religious artworks from three 
different centuries, considering what inspired these 
artists do great work that is religious. They respond by 
choosing examples of religious art that they find 
inspiring. They create expressions of their own ideas. 
 
2. Pupils take part in a music session using songs about 
peace from different religions. They ask questions and 
say what they like about the songs’ words, and what is 
important about peace to them. They discs what 
actions make peace. 
 
1. Pupils watch a film clip of some interesting festivities 
at Pesach and Easter, and ask ‘Who, What, When, 
Where, How and Why?’ questions about what they have 
seen. They talk about the answers. 
 

Expressing and 
communicating 
ideas relating to 
religions and 
worldviews 
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Use varied disciplines of 
religious study to 
research ultimate 

questions 

Evaluate questions and 
arguments personally 

and critically 

Enquire into and 
interpret ideas, sources 

and arguments 

Investigate and explain 
why religions and 

worldviews matter

Apply ideas about 
religions and 

worldviews thoughtfully

Consider and discuss 
questions, ideas and 

points of view  

Collect, use and respond 
to ideas in RE

Notice and find out 
about religions and 

worldviews  

Examples: gaining and deploying skills 
These examples of the skills of religious study that 
pupils gain and deploy in RE need to be read in the 
light of the RE requirements for each key stage, and 
enable the planned progression in learning that 
pupils need. 
 

8. Pupils use ideas from theology and philosophy to 
research varied answers to questions about God, 
discovering and expressing arguments from different 
viewpoints comprehensively. 

7. Pupils evaluate research that finds religious people 
are happier than non-religious people, asking: can 
this be proved? What evidence is there? What 
explanations are there? Does this finding offer 
evidence in favour of religion, or does it merely imply 
that illusions can be comforting? 
6. Pupils plan an enquiry into identity: why do millions 
of people identify themselves as atheists, Christians or 
Muslims in Britain today? They communicate their 
interpretations of the worldviews of others accurately.  

5. Pupils investigate questions about life after death, 
explaining varied answers, using concepts like 
consciousness, soul, Nirvana or Paradise. They explain 
the impact of varied views about life after death on 
life today, expressing ideas about destiny reasonably, 
creatively and thoughtfully. 
4. Pupils hear the stories of the giving of the Qur’an in 
Islam and to the birth of Jesus in Christianity. They 
consider what members of the religion believe these 
stories show. They learn the word ‘revelation’, and 
apply the idea to the stories. They discuss: what does 
it mean to believe in revelation? 
3. Pupils consider and discuss examples of what key 
leaders from stories in two different faiths have done 
to make peace. They raise questions about peace 
making, giving thoughtful ideas of their own on the 
question: would you like to be a peace maker? 

2. Pupils collect examples of living together happily 
both from school life and from religious stories. They 
offer ideas of their own to be included in a ‘Recipe for 
living together happily.’ 

1. Pupils show curiosity about what Jews or Christians 
do each day or each week. They notice some details 
which interest them, and find out more from a book, 
an artefact, a photo or some other source. 

 

Gaining and 
deploying the 
skills for 
learning from 
religions and 
worldviews 
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Supporting Material to accompany the RE Agreed Syllabus includes 

 
• How to use this document 
• Examples of planned units of work 
• “I can…” statements: using the progress steps 
• Mini guides to 6 religions and Humanism 
• Local Faith Community Contacts 
• Trips, visits and visitors in RE 
• What is a worldview? 
• Faith Perspective on Relationships, Sex and Health Education 

 
 
These resources are available at: 
                       Nottinghamshire -  http://em-edsupport.org.uk/Services/4499 

  
 Nottingham City maintained schools can access these appendices via the  
 Nottingham Schools' Trust website (Members portal)    
                                      http://www.nottinghamschoolstrust.org.uk/ 
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