
Share your opinions about the book and 
explain why you think that 

Discuss reasonable national events and 
why they are celebrated annually. 

In everyday life, model explaining why 
you have made the decisions you have 
made, e.g. ‘I’m going to leave that 
there so that I remember it later.’ 

Model clear reading with fluency and 
expression. 

By Year 2, children  should have developed pleasure in 
reading, motivation to read, an increased vocabulary and 
an improved level of understanding. Whilst in Year 2, they 
must add to this by learning about cause and effect in 
both narrative and non fiction texts e.g. what has 
prompted a character’s behaviour in a story, or why are 
certain are commemorated annually? This skill requires 
deeper thinking and is easier for some children than others 

Explain why people react the way they 
do within social situations. 



Discuss concepts that appear in the 
text such as betrayal, dishonesty, 
snobbery, etc 

Discuss the setting. Is it in the past 
present or future? How do you know? 

Make predictions and justify them 
by asking What will happen next? 
What makes you think that? Model 
your own predictions to help them. 

Discuss the meaning of words. Support 
your child with using a dictionary to 
explore words and their meanings. 

Talk about what can be inferred from the 
pictures before you read the text. What 
can you see? What are the characters’ 
expressions showing? 

Ask them if they have learnt anything new 
whilst reading the book. Pretend you have 
learnt a fact and explain it. 

Discuss alternative words and begin to use 
a thesaurus. 







In the Key Stage 1 SATs, your child’s understanding of 
reading is tested through five different strands known as 
‘content domains: 

1a Vocabulary 
Draw on knowledge of vocabulary to understand texts 

1b Retrieval 
Identify and explain key aspects of fiction and non- 
fiction texts such as characters, events, titles and 
information. 



1c Sequencing 
Identify and explain the sequence of events in texts. 

1e Predict 
Predict what might happen on the basis of what has 
been read so far 

1d Inference 
Make inferences from the text 
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