
Broaden the vocabulary you use when 
speaking to your child and be prepared 
to clarify the meaning of a wider range 
of words 

Discuss reasonable national events and 
why they are celebrated annually. 

Ensure your child experiences lots of 
books on different topics, as well as 
their school reading book. 

Encourage your child to attempt to 
pronounce new words they see on signs or 
within their environment and model the 
correct way. 

By Year 3, children  should be able to read books written 
at an age appropriate level. They should be able to read 
them accurately and at speed that allows them to focus on 
and understand what they have read, rather than decoding 
individual words. They should be able to decode most new 
words making a good attempt to pronounce them correctly. 
It is essential they are introduced to new words through 
discussions and by studying a wide range of texts on a 
wide range of subjects. They should be able to read these 
independently, fluently and enthusiastically. They should 
be learning to read silently to themselves. 









At the end of Key Stage 2, your child’s understanding of 
reading is tested through six different strands known as 
‘content domains’. These are set out below with questions 
related to each domain. 
1a Vocabulary 
Give explain the meaning of words in context 

1b Retrieval 
Retrieve and record information/ Identify key details 
from fiction or non-fiction 

2c Sequencing 
Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph 

What does this word/phrase/sentence tells you about the 
character/mood/setting? 
By writing this way what effect has the author created? 
How has the author made you feel 
happy/sad/angry/frustrated? 

Where/when does the story take place? 
Where in the text would you find…? 
What part of the story best describes…? 

What is the main point in this section of the text? 
Recap what has happened so far in 20 words or less. 
Which is the most important point in this paragraph? 
1d Inference 
Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify 
these with evidence from the text 
What do these words mean and why might the author have 
chosen them? 
Can you explain why? 
Which words give you the impression that…? 



2e Predict 
Predict what might happen from details stated or 
implied 

2f/h Commentate 
Identify/ explain how information/ narrative content is 
related and contributes to meaning as a whole. Make 
comparisons within a text 

Can you think of another story with a similar 
theme/opening/ending? 
Why did the author choose this setting? Will it influence 
how the strory develops? 
How is this character like someone you know in real life? 
Will they act in the same way? 

Explain how a character’s feelings change throughout the 
story. How do we know? 
What is similar /different about these two characters? 
How could this part of the text be improved? 
2g Choice 
Identify/ explain how meaning is enhanced through 
choice of words and phrases 
What does this word… tell you about…? 
By writing this way, what effect has the author created? 
Which words do you think are most important? Why? 
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