
Long Term Music Curriculum Map 2020-2021 

 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1 

A mix of musical stories 

and learning songs by 

sign language. Working 

within school Covid-19 

guidelines for music 

Year 1 

Learning rhythm and 

notation, how to read 

music, using movement 

and body percussion. 

Also learning Christmas 

songs working within new 

Covid-19 singing policy.  

 

Year 1 

School lockdown – 

lessons provided online 

Exploring rhythm and 

sound, creating 

homemade instruments, 

exploring pitch, singing  

 

Year 1 

Recapping rhythm and 

basic music theory 

lessons from before 

lockdown and lots of 

signing songs and 

dancing with lots of 

movement in the lessons.  

 

Year 1 

To be re-evaluated within 

Covid-19 rules  

Exploring the sounds and 

instruments of an 

orchestra – learning 

about brass, strings, 

percussion instruments in 

the classroom with live 

demos of each. 
 

Year 1 

To be re-evaluated within 

Covid-19 Guidelines  

Exploring more advanced 

rhythm and sound in 

drumming lessons and in 

music lessons with 

practical sessions on egg 

shakers and claves. 

Year 2 

Learning about music of 

Saint-Saens: Carnival of 

the Animals, also creating 

musical poetry. Working 

within school Covid-19 

guidelines for music. 

Year 2 

Learning rhythm and 

notation, how to read 

music, and write own 

music patterns and 

rhythms. Also learning 

Christmas songs working 

within new Covid-19 

singing policy.  

 

Year 2 

School lockdown – 

lessons provided online 

Exploring rhythm and 

sound, creating 

homemade instruments, 

exploring pitch, singing  

 

Year 2 

To be re-evaluated within 

Covid-19 Guidelines  

Learning signing songs, 

doing animal dances, and 

working with partners to 

create and perform own 

animal song lyrics. 

Year 2 

To be re-evaluated within 

Covid-19 rules  

Exploring the sounds and 

instruments of an 

orchestra – learning 

about brass, strings, 

percussion instruments in 

the classroom with live 

demos of each.  
 

Year 2 

To be re-evaluated within 

Covid-19 Guidelines  

Using tuned bells and 

boomwhackers to explore 

melody making and 

creating patterns. 

 

Year 3 

Learning about the music 

of the Baroque Period, 

specifically music and 

lives of Bach and Vivaldi.  

Creative writing linked to 

music and also artwork 

and poetry linked to 4 

Seasons. 

Year 3 

Learning about note 

values, how to read 

music, how to combine 

notes, and complete 

musical maths tasks.  

Introducing ukuleles with 

every child receiving an 

instrument to borrow and 

take home. 

 

Year 3 

School lockdown – 

lessons provided online 

Developing ukulele skills 

and singing with online 

videos. 

Following weekly ukulele 

tutorials – learning basic 

chords and strumming. 

 

Year 3 

Continuing with ukulele 

lessons. 

Developing chord range 

and learning different 

strumming patterns. 

Developing a range of 

songs for the children to 

learn in class and at 

home. 

 

Year 3 

Working within school 

Covid-19 policy.  

Continuing with ukulele 

lessons. Children will 

learn to perform songs in 

groups, singing and 

playing at the same time. 

They will also rewrite 

songs to create their own 

lyrics and perform those.  

 
 

Year 3 

Working within school 

Covid-19 policy.  

Continuing with ukuleles 

and song writing. 

Children will write and 

perform their own ukulele 

songs in groups, using 

more advanced chords 

and strumming patterns. 

 



Year 4 

Music theory, listening 

activities, body 

percussion and singing, 

in-line with school Covid-

19 policies. 

Year 4 

Music theory, listening 

activities, body 

percussion and singing, 

in-line with school Covid-

19 policies. 

 

Year 4 

School lockdown – 

lessons provided online 

Weekly music challenges 

provided online by the 

Music Service.  

 

Year 4 

Introducing string lessons 

– sorting instruments, 

choosing violin, viola or 

cello for Summer term. 

 

Year 4 

Children will all receive 6 

practical instrumental 

lessons over a 6-week 

period in either Summer 

1 or Summer 2. They will 

then have the option to 

continue these in Year 5. 
 

Year 4 

Children will all receive 6 

practical instrumental 

lessons over a 6-week 

period in either Summer 

1 or Summer 2. They will 

then have the option to 

continue these in Year 5. 
 

Year 5 

Exploring music of the 

Romantic Period – 

Tchaikovskty, Holst, 

Chopin, lives and music 

Also drumming lessons 

using body percussion 

Year 5 

Mental Health song lyrics, 

song writing in groups 

using Let It Be and 

understanding the power 

of music. 

Drumming tracks to be 

added to group 

performances. 

 

Year 5 

School lockdown – 

lessons provided online 

Music lessons created as 

part of the Year 5 topic 

on space, exploring 

science of sound in space 

and the music of the Star 

Wars films written by 

John Williams. 

Year 5 

A mix of listening lessons 

and song-writing lessons, 

preparing for Battle of the 

Bands and joining in with 

projects from the Music 

Service. 

 

Year 5 

Learning about the 

history of Blues music 

and jazz composers. 

Creating their own song 

in groups, writing song 

lyrics about a choir of 

topics around equality.  

Drumming lessons with 

links to blues music. 
 

Year 5 

Year 5 ukulele lessons. 

Developing chord range 

and learning different 

strumming patterns. 

Developing a range of 

songs for the children to 

learn in class and at 

home. 

 

Year 6 

 Exploring music of the 

Romantic Period – 

Tchaikovskty, Holst, 

Chopin, lives and music 

Also drumming lessons 

using body percussion. 

Year 6 

A continuation of 

exploring the Romantic 

Period and drumming 

with body percussion  

Lessons also used to 

support Y6 Christmas film 

of Mary Poppins 

Year 6 

School lockdown – 

lessons provided online 

Music lessons created as 

part of the Year 6 topic 

on the Titanic, exploring 

music from the films and 

creating soundtracks and 

musical storyboards. 

Year 6 

Developing ukulele skills, 

building on lessons from 

Y5, mastering new chords 

and combining with 

songs. Learning to 

perform in groups. Also 

drumming lessons 

developing advanced 

techniques. 
 

Year 6 

Ukulele lessons in Year 6 

plus songwriting about 

current issues – equality 

or the environment. 

Children can rewrite one 

of the ukulele songs they 

know and create their 

own songs to perform in 

groups.   

Year 6 

Learning about the 

history of Blues music 

and jazz composers. 

Looking at the swing era 

as well, creating musical 

timelines and learning 

how music has evolved 

 


