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	Geography at Nottingham Academy 

	Intent statement:
	Intent:
Our geography curriculum is designed to inspire curiosity and fascination about the world and its diverse environments, cultures, and landscapes. At Nottingham Academy, we aim to equip students with a strong understanding of both local and global geography, through enriching learning experiences, enabling them to appreciate the complexities of Earth’s natural and human processes. Through engaging and inquiry-based learning, children will develop key skills such as map reading, spatial awareness, and critical thinking, which foster a lifelong interest in the planet and its people. By studying geography, we hope to nurture responsible, informed citizens who understand their role in sustaining the environment and contributing to a more connected, sustainable world.

	Substantive knowledge in Geography:
	Substantive Knowledge in geography is the specific and factual content of Geographical Enquiry. For example, in Location Knowledge, Place Knowledge, and Human & Physical Geography, pupils will learn how to name and locate different places in the world.

	Disciplinary knowledge in Geography:
	Disciplinary Knowledge in Geography is delving deeper - using prior knowledge to build upon the children's understanding of scale and to apply their knowledge using skills. In Geographical Skills and Fieldwork for example, pupils will apply their knowledge using fieldwork and present their findings using map work, sketch maps and graphs. The Disciplinary Knowledge allows children to practise Geography outside the classroom.

	Vocabulary:
	The teaching of vocabulary is crucial to academic success for our children. Tier 2 and 3 vocabulary is mapped out throughout our curriculum in order to ensure vocabulary is both progressive and ambitious. 













	Sequence of Knowledge

	EYFS- Nursery

	 Disciplinary Knowledge

	A nursery geographer will: 
· Be able to express a point of view 
· Start to use a wide range of vocabulary 
· Ascribe meaning to marks 

	Sequence of Substantive knowledge 

	Understanding the World- The Natural World
	
	

	· Know what a map is used for- start to identify features on a simple map
· Know there are other countries in the world
· Know where we live
· Talk about what they see in their environment
· Can talk about the features in their house
	· 
	




	Vocabulary:
Map, direction, tree, house, road, shop, school, park, Nottingham, 



	Sequence of Knowledge

	EYFS- Reception

	 Disciplinary Knowledge

	A reception geographer will: 
·  Use a map to locate objects in real life
· Draw information from a simple map

	Sequence of Substantive knowledge 

	Understanding the World- The Natural World

	· Identify and name features on a simple map
· Know that we live in Nottingham 
· Know that we live in England and name at least one more country 
· Can identify similarities and differences between homes in our country and others 
 

	Vocabulary: Map, route, house, school, park, shop, library, road, Nottingham, England, environment, protect, care, direction, forwards, backwards, left, right 

	Cross curricular links and enhancements:
Chinese new year dragon dance performance     Caring for the woodland area (Clean up text) 



	Sequence of Knowledge

	KS1- Year 1

	Disciplinary Knowledge- Geographical skills and fieldwork 

	A year 1 geographer will: 
· Ask simple geographical questions e.g. What is it like to live in this place? 
· Use simple compass directions to identify places on a map
· Use simple observational skills to study the geography of the local area
· Use simple maps of the local area e.g. large scale print, pictorial etc 
· Find information on a map e.g library, school
· Use locational language (e.g. near and far, left and right) to describe the location of features and routes
· Make simple maps and label it’s key features
· Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment

	Vocabulary:
Map, atlas, globe, symbol, key, ocean, continent, aerial, birds eye view, route, direction, North, South, East, West, human geography, physical geography, locality, material, compass, forwards, backwards, right, left 

	Sequence of Substantive knowledge 

	Location Knowledge 
	Place Knowledge 
	Human and Physical Geography

	· Name own local area and road of school 
· Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom

	· Name, describe and compare familiar places
· Understand how some places are linked to other places e.g. roads, trains.
· Recognise differences between land and sea
· Link their homes with other places in their local community
	· Name likes and dislikes of features of the environment in the local area 
· Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK.   
· Identify hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and North and South Poles. 
· Describe simple geographical similarities and differences through comparing some humans and physical geography 

	Vocabulary:
United Kingdom, Ocean, Equator, Europe, Continent, Capital city , City, Town, Continents
United Kingdom, England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, London, Edinburgh, Cardiff, Belfast,
	Vocabulary:
beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, seasonal weather, city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour, shop,
	Vocabulary:
similarities, differences, map, population, climate, hot, cold, wet, dry, wind, snow, ice North, south pole, 

	Cross Curricular links and enhancements:
Trip to Colwick woods, library and Greens Windmill
Maths/ computing- maps including properties of shape, Position and direction, measurements 
PSHE- Cultural differences 
History- Links to local study 
Science- links to weather 
Art- Representation of symbols on maps
	Prior learning:
EYFS- Some knowledge of local area, know we live in Nottm 
EYFS- Links to other countries through texts E.G Chinese New Year text, Clean up- Jamaica 
EYFS- Some experience of maps linked to small world and following a map in the woodland area 




	Sequence of Knowledge

	KS1- Year 2

	Disciplinary Knowledge- Geographical skills and fieldwork 

	A year 2 geographer will: 
· Ask geographical questions like- what is a place like? What do people do in this place?
· Select information from resources to ask and answer questions 
· Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage
· Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language e.g. near and far; left and right, to describe the location of features and routes on a map
· Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key
· Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment

	Vocabulary:
Map, atlas, globe, symbol, key, ocean, continent, aerial, birds eye view, route, direction, North, South, East, West, human geography, physical geography, locality, material, compass

	Sequence of Substantive knowledge 

	Location Knowledge
	Place Knowledge
	Human and Physical 

	· Name and locate the world's seven continents and five oceans
· Name, locate and identify characteristics of the seas surrounding the United Kingdom
· Name and locate 4 countries which make UK.
· Identify capital cities of UK
 
	· Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country
	· Describe and compare simple geographical similarities and differences through comparing some human and physical geography 
· Recognise different weather patterns and identify location of hot and cold places. Observe similarities and differences 

	Vocabulary:
United Kingdom, England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, London, Edinburgh, Cardiff, Belfast, ocean, continent, Arctic, Indian, Pacific, Atlantic, Southern, Africa, Antarctica, Asia, Australia, Europe, North America, South America
	Vocabulary:
beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, seasonal weather, city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour, shop, similarities, differences, map, population, climate
	Vocabulary:
beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, seasonal weather, city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour, shop, similarities, differences, map, population, climate

	Cross Curricular links and enhancements:
Maths/ computing- maps including properties of shape, Position and direction, measurements, Statistics
Trip to Colwick woods, library and Greens Windmill
PSHE- Cultural differences 
History- Links to local study and Explorers 
Science- links to seasons, weather/ animals and human habitats 
Art- Representation of symbols on map
	Prior learning:
Year 1- Location- Local area- walk to woods and library, knowledge of UK- major countries of UK and major cities 
Year 1- Place- how places are linked (roads etc), differences land and sea comparing familiar places 
Year 1- H&P –Weather, comparisons south pole 



	Sequence of Knowledge

	KS2- Year 3

	Disciplinary Knowledge- Geographical skills and fieldwork 

	A year 3 geographer will: 
· Analyse evidence and draw conclusions e.g. make comparisons between locations using aerial photos/pictures such as populations, temperatures etc. 
· Read and interpret the globe as a flat map.
· Explains own views about a location, giving reasons 
· Use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping to locate countries and describe features including naming some European countries 
· Use 4 points on a compass (North/South/East/West) Introduce 8 compass points.

	Vocabulary:
Map, atlas, globe, symbol, key, ocean, continent, aerial, birds eye view, route, direction, North, South, East, West, human geography, physical geography, locality, location, compass

	Sequence of Substantive knowledge 

	Location Knowledge
	Place Knowledge
	Human and Physical 

	· Can identify counties in the UK and topographical features 
· Identify continents/countries of Europe and oceans
· Identify counties and cities of the UK 

	· Understand why there are similarities and differences between places – consider how places relate to each other- linked to urban and rural settlements
· Can identify and name major UK rivers
· Can show an understanding of how places relate to each other
	· Identify physical and human features of the locality
· Know about the distribution of natural resources including energy.
· Explain about weather conditions/patterns around the UK and parts of the Europe
· Can describe how volcanoes form and erupt and how earthquakes happen and their impact. 
· Can describe some basic key aspects of geographical features including mountains and rivers

	Vocabulary:
Capital cities, Europe, Landscape, Mediterranean, Megacity, Region, volcano, British Isles, Dormant, Economic activity, Eruption, European union 
	Vocabulary:
Thames, Trent, similarities, differences, urban , rural,  
	Vocabulary:
Rivers, erosion, mountains, volcanos, plates active, core, magma, lava, eruption, climate, temperature, landmark, characteristics, population, county, natural, manmade

	Cross Curricular links and enhancements:
Trip to Colwick park – river study
Maths/ computing- maps including properties of shape, Position and direction, measurements 
(convert between different units of measures/use scales), Statistics
PSHE- Cultural differences 
History- Location of studies- Stone Age, Romans, Egyptians 
Science- Seasons, animals and human habitats, Rocks 
Art- Representation of symbols on map
	Prior learning:
Year 2- Location – Countries and cities of UK, 7 Continents, 5 oceans 
Year 2- Place – Comparing UK to place in Europe 
Year 2- H&P- knowledge of human and physical feature, weather, comparing hot and cold places 

	Sequence of Knowledge

	KS2- Year 4

	Disciplinary Knowledge- Geographical skills and fieldwork 

	A year 4 geographer will: 
· Understand and use a wide range of terms- including contour, height, valley, erosion, deposition, transportation, 
· Can measure straight line distances using the right scale. 
· Can explore features on OS maps using 4 figure grid references.
· Can draw accurate maps with more complex keys- including human and physical features
· Can use a globe to identify the position and significance of equator, northern and southern hemispheres
· Create a survey to explore human and physical features in the local area. 


	Vocabulary:
Map, atlas, globe, symbol, key, ocean, continent, aerial, birds eye view, route, direction, North, South, East, West, human geography, physical geography, locality, location,  compass, measure, distance 

	Sequence of Substantive knowledge 

	Location Knowledge
	Place Knowledge
	Human and Physical 

	· Can recognise the different shapes of continents 
· Can show where countries are within Europe, including Russia 
· Name and locate the counties and cities of the UK – including human/physical features and land use.
· Know how the locality is set within a wider geographical context 
· Can find and name the Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern hemisphere and tropics of Cancer and Capricorn 
	· Compare the physical and human features of a region of the UK and a region of a European country, identifying similarities and differences 
· Can identify names of different settlements- rural/ urbans and describe features
	· Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: mountains, volcanoes, water cycle and thunderstorms
· Understand why people seek to manage and sustain their environment
· Understand types of settlements
· Describe geographical similarities and differences through comparing the human and physical geography areas
E.g. UK v South America, Nottingham v Scottish highlands
· Identify climate zones and environmental regions of Europe and South America 


	Vocabulary:
Capital cities, Europe, Landscape, Mediterranean, Megacity, Region, volcano, British Isles, Dormant, Economic activity, Eruption, European union, London, Birmingham ,Glasgow Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern hemisphere and tropics of Cancer and Capricorn
	Vocabulary:
Similarities, differences, Europe, UK, rural , urban, 
	Vocabulary:
Rivers, erosion, water, precipitation, evaporation, condensation, cycles, mouth, lake, pollution, climate, mountains, rural, settlement, movement, population, migration 

	Cross Curricular links and enhancements:
Maths/ computing- maps including properties of shape, Position and direction, measurements 
(convert between different units of measures/use scales), Statistics
PSHE- Cultural differences 
History- Location of studies- Mayan and Aztecs (South America) Anglo Saxons (parts of UK)
Science- States of matter, living things and their habitats 
Art- Representation of symbols on map and key 
	Prior learning:
Year 3- Location- Cities of UK, 7 continents, 5 oceans, countries of Europe 
Year 3 Place – Urban and rural settlements, major UK rivers 
Year 3- H&P- Energy sources, weather In UK and Europe, how volcanoes form and erupt, geographical features including rivers and mountains 




	Sequence of Knowledge

	KS2- Year 5

	Disciplinary Knowledge- Geographical skills and fieldwork 

	A year 5 geographer will: 
· Collect and analyse statistics and other information to draw conclusions
· Use 6 figure grid references to locate features
· Use compass to 8 cardinal points
· Interpret atlas symbols
· Begin to understand lines of contour, show height and slope 
· Can compare maps of same area and discuss
· Can observe, measure and record  human and physical features in local area – including sketch maps, plans and graphs 
· Use and create maps identifying patterns e.g.- land use, climate zones 

	Vocabulary:
Grid reference, cardinal points, atlas, contour, atlas, symbols, 



	Sequence of Substantive knowledge 

	Location Knowledge
	Place Knowledge
	Human and Physical 

	· Use a range of resources to give detailed descriptions and opinions about a place- recognising points of view may be different.
· Identify locations of rivers and begin to understand their significance and impact to local area 
· Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time
	· Understand the geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the UK, a region of a mainland European country and a region within North or South America
	· Describe and understand climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts.
· Understand the links between biomes and food growth/ consumption 
· Understand links between people, places and environments 
· Understand how humans affect the environment over time
· Identify how physical features of an area affect human activity within a specific region- e.g river, biomes

	Vocabulary:
Europe, Hemisphere, Land use, Locality, Longitude, Latitude Economic activity, Antarctic circle, Artic circle, Biomes, Climate zones, Distribution, National resources, Time zones, Tropics: Cancer and Capricorn, Hemisphere

	Vocabulary:
Similarities, differences, UK, Europe, America (North/ South) , mainland,
	Vocabulary:
Climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, contours, map, location, pollution Settlements, land use, economic activity, urbanisation, residential, region, industry

	Cross Curricular links and enhancements:
Maths/ computing- maps including properties of shape, Position and direction, measurements 
(convert between different units of measures/use scales), Statistics (including FDP),
PSHE- Cultural differences 
History- Vikings (location of Europe) Victorians (Britain) Rise and fall of British Empire (knowledge of Britain)
Science- Living things and their habitats 
Art- Representation of symbols on map
	Prior learning:
Year 4- location- Shape of continents, countries within Europe, countries and cities of UK (incd H&P features) can locate equator, N & S Hemisphere on map
Year 4- place- Comparing UK to Europe . Comparing rural and urban settlements 
Year 4- H&P- water cycle and thunderstorms, climate zones and environmental regions




	Sequence of Knowledge

	KS2- Year 6

	Disciplinary Knowledge- Geographical skills and fieldwork 

	A year 6 geographer will: 
· Carry out investigations by collecting resources, analysing statistics and other information to draw conclusions.
· Use a range a resource to give detailed descriptions and opinions about a place, recognising and explaining why views might be different.
· Use 6 figure grid references in OS Maps.
· Use 8 points of a compass
· Use a linear scale to measure rivers and curved map lines.
· Can read and compare different map scales 
· Draw accurate maps with more complex 
· Understand that lines of contour show height and slope 
· Analyse and give views of effectiveness of different maps of the same area.
· Can use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 

	Vocabulary:
Grid reference, Ordnance survey maps, compass, linear scale, maps, key, contour, height, slope, maps, atlases, globes, 

	Sequence of Substantive knowledge 

	Location Knowledge
	Place Knowledge
	Human and Physical 

	· Can locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities.
· Can name and locate countries and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time.
· Can identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and timer zones (including day and night).
	Understand the geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the UK, a region of a mainland European country and a region within North or South America 
	· Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: rivers and earthquakes
· Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
· Identify how the physical features of an area affect human activity within an area
· Identify globally significant physical and human features and places in the news 
· Identify distribution of natural energy resources on a world map 
· Identify locations of world mineral resources and their uses
· Understand links between people, places and their environment. 
· Understand formation of mountains and their impact 

	Vocabulary:
Europe, Hemisphere, Land use, Locality, Longitude, Latitude Economic activity, Antarctic circle, Artic circle, Biomes, Climate zones, Distribution, National resources, Time zones, Tropics: Cancer and Capricorn, Hemisphere
	Vocabulary:
Similarities, differences, UK, Europe, America (North/ South)
	Vocabulary:
Rivers, mountains, volcanoes, tectonic plates, sub-tropical ,cloud, precipitation, compare, contrast, explain , weather pattern, global, Settlements, land use, economy, global trade, global economy, supply chain, globalisation, distribution, renewable energy, non-renewable energy, import, export, developing  and developed nation, migration, immigration, population change

	Cross Curricular links and enhancements:
Maths/ computing- maps including properties of shape, Position and direction, measurements
 (convert between different units of measures/use scales), Statistics (including FDP), 
PSHE- Cultural differences 
History- WW2 (Knowledge of Britain) Ancient Greece- (Knowledge of Europe)
Science- living things and their habitats                              Art-Representation of symbols on map
	Prior learning:
Year 5- location – Significance of rivers, key topographical features, land use patterns 
Year 5- Place – comparisons between UK, Europe, America – including H&P features 
Year 5- H&P- Biomes, food growth, affects of humans on environment

























image1.png




