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Description automatically generated]Music Development Plan Summary	
Nottingham Academy Primary
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025-2026

	Date this summary was published
	September 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	September 2026

	Name of the academy music lead
	Jonathan Barker

	Name of academy leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	Same

	Name of local music hub 
	Nottingham Music Hub

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	DCP Drums, Belvoir Big Band, The OHMI Trust



This is a summary of how our academy delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, wider music provision/opportunities and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our academy offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum Music
This is the information about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	Our academy publishes our curriculum for music for each year group online along with an overview of what is taught in the school music curriculum and also the wider musical opportunities that are provided for our children, including our approach to inclusivity in music across the school. This can be found here: https://primary.nottinghamacademy.org/page/?title=Music&pid=94

In both Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 we allocate, on average, one hour a week for music. Music is taught weekly every other term. We also have weekly singing assemblies in both Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 and a wide range of extra-curricular clubs and lessons for the children to join.

Other Music curriculum information at this academy:
· Our current provision for curriculum design, sequencing and progression is based on a scheme of work that maps the key skills, knowledge and concepts that are covered over time.  We currently use Charanga. Information on this can be found here: https://charanga.com/site/musical-school/ 
· Our approach to music at our academy is based on a strong historical working partnership with the Nottingham Music Hub, making use of their expertise and experience. Our Music Lead has worked closely with the hub and attended training sessions with them on classroom music provision, designing a whole school music curriculum and also using the Model Music Curriculum (March 2021), which has also influenced our wider approach to the subject. 
· This has resulted in us using a bespoke version of Charanga in the school, where staff follow the Charanga scheme and use additional music lesson resources created by our Music Lead that complement and work with Charanga.

Wider Musical Opportunities at Nottingham Academy Primary:
We work closely with both the Nottingham Music Hub and also DCP Drums, to provide extra-curricular musical opportunities on a weekly basis throughout the year. We also have our own academy provision and run music events and activities within the school, throughout the year. These include:
· Weekly drumming lessons through DCP Drums
· Weekly string lessons for Year 5 and 6, provided by Nottingham Music Hub (all children given the opportunity to do this, but it is not mandatory) 
· Weekly string lessons for ALL Year 4 children, provided by our academy Music Lead.
· Weekly brass lessons for Year 5 and 6, provided by our academy Music Lead (all children given the opportunity to do this, but it is not mandatory)
· The KS2 academy choir runs weekly throughout the year and is run by our academy Music Lead.
· The school band runs weekly throughout the year and is run in partnership between our academy Music Lead and Nottingham Music Hub.
· Termly concerts and events are provided by the Nottingham Music Hub.
· Termly concerts and events are also organised by our academy Music Lead.
· An annual ‘interactive live’ concert with the Belvoir Big Band provides the opportunity for children to experience and join in with a professional level live musical performance. 
· The annual Battle of the Bands concert gives all children across the school the opportunity to showcase their music.
 


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Wider Music Opportunities
This is about the opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils at our academy can make progress in Music beyond the core curriculum.
	At Nottingham Academy Primary we pride ourselves on the range of wider musical opportunities that are provided for the children outside of the classroom. The purpose behind these opportunities is to instil in children both a passion for music, but also an understanding that music is a commitment and requires dedication, hard work and perseverance to succeed. For this reason, both the choir and band run all year round, and the children are encouraged to attend clubs and music lessons for several years so they can progressively develop their musical skills and strengths. 

The following instrumental lessons are available:
· Drumming lessons for all of Key Stage 1 and 2, which are taught in small groups with a weekly cost to parents, paid directly to DCP Drums.
· Violin, viola and cello lessons offered to all Year 5 and 6 children, taught by the Nottingham Music Hub with a small annual fee to contribute towards the maintenance of the instruments, currently £8. 
· Trombone and trumpet lessons offered to all Year 5 and 6 children, taught by our Music Lead with a small annual fee to contribute towards the maintenance of the instruments, currently £8.
· Violin and viola lessons taught to ALL Year 4 children on a weekly basis by our Music Lead as part of the curriculum music.
These lessons are supported by the school band, which is run in partnership between our Music Lead and the Nottingham Music Hub. 
· The Music Hub provide termly concert opportunities for the band to perform in at venues in Nottingham including the Albert Hall. 
· The Music Hub also provides an annual interactive string concert for Year 4 children to attend called the Great Orchestra Experiment.
· The academy attends the Nottingham Music Hub Music Camp at the start of each year, which allows the Year 5 children to develop their musical knowledge and skills. 
· The Music Hub also provides the opportunity for Year 6 children to sit their Grade 1 violin or viola exam each year, and we have previously had children even enter their Grade 2 exam in Year 6.
· We also work closely with the Music Hub to foster links with the Robin Hood Youth Orchestra and other music groups that the hub runs, so that children leaving our primary school sign up to these groups to continue their musical journeys outside of the school setting. 

Choir and Trips 
As well as the school band running all year, the school choir runs from September to July. The children learn to develop their love of singing and experience a range of different trips and community events throughout the year. 
· Weekly rehearsals take place after school for an hour, to maximise the time available to learn songs and develop singing skills.
· At Christmas the children attend a range of local carol singing events, including local churches, old people’s homes, Nottingham University and the school Christmas Fayre. These are organised by our Music Lead.
· We also take part in Christmas and Spring singing concerts organised by the Nottingham Music Hub.
· We now have our traditional Christmas community carol singing event, where children and families are all invited to sing together outside of the local library.
· In February the choir performs locally as part of the Nottingham Light Night.
· At Easter the choir usually performs at one of the local churches.
· In the summer term the choir perform at a range of concerts and events, including the school Summer Fayre.
· One of the highlights of recent years is alternating, annual university trips for the choir and band together. We have visited both Cambridge and Oxford Universities, combining concert performances in the university chapels, with university tours and local museum visits. We hope to continue this annually.



Part C: Musical Experiences
This section sets out all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Shows and Events
Each year we hold a number of musical and community events that all our school musicians can get involved in. 
· We hold weekly singing assemblies both for Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. 
· Every November we hold a special Remembrance service, which normally includes a performance by some of our brass players and always features a live performance of The Last Post and a 2-minute silence.
· Our annual Christmas and Summer Fayres always include musical performances by the choir and other instrumental groups. 
· At the end of the year we hold music assemblies to showcase some of the instrumental work done by the children throughout the year.
· During the year music groups are given the opportunity to perform occasionally in special assemblies. 
· Every year we hold musical shows and productions by different year groups.

· One of the highlights of each year is our annual Battle of the Bands concert, which is a showcase event for children of all ages to demonstrate their musical talents on any instrument, or with song or dance. 
 
· Another annual highlight is the visit by the Belvoir Big Band, a community band that provides an interactive jazz night for all our young musicians to both enjoy and join in with. The music is specifically chosen so the children can join in on all their instruments and sing along and provides a wonderful live musical experience for the children and families to enjoy each year. 



In the future
At our academy we have an ambition to enrich, broaden and continue to develop the opportunities and curriculum provision for Music. In this section we set out what this could be and what we hope to achieve. 
	We are constantly monitoring our school music curriculum and looking for ways to improve the musical opportunities that we provide.
We are currently using Charanga to teach the school music curriculum, and our Music Lead is in the process of developing additional materials that will help complement the resources on Charanga and allow staff to teach music at a higher level using a broader range of instruments in the classroom. These were introduced last year (24-25) and so the target moving forward is to get feedback from teachers and refine these and provide additional support where needed to create a high-level and accessible music curriculum across the whole school.
The Music Lead is also working on a wider program of incorporating classical music into the music curriculum, alongside Charanga, based on the Model Music Curriculum (March 2021), and the requirements of the National Plan for Music Education (June 2022). These materials have been partially implemented already, and we will be completing those during the coming academic year.  
We also aim to continue with our excellent relationships with the Nottingham Music Hub, DCP Drums and the Belvoir Big Band to continue offering our children the widest range of musical opportunities that we can.
In addition to this we will continue to arrange inspiring and aspirational university music trips and hope to follow up our previous trips to Cambridge and Oxford with another band and choir visit to Oxford University this year.  


Further Information
	Further information about our music partners can be found here:

Nottingham Music Hub: https://www.nottinghammusichub.org.uk/
· Information about all the music groups children can get involved in through the hub can be found under the ‘Ensembles’ tab.

DCP Drums: https://www.dcpdrums.co.uk/

Belvoir Big Band: https://www.belvoirbigband.co.uk/

And a link to our school YouTube channel, showcasing many of our exciting school musical events is here: https://www.youtube.com/@NottinghamAcademyPrimary
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